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Naimat Khana: The Narrative of Human's Mythological
and Surreal Structure

Suryya Siddique
Fedaral Urdu University, Karachi

ABSTRACT:

Mythology serves as humanity's most profound storytelling tradition,
artfully  encapsulating  civilization's  cultural DNA, historical
consciousness, and cosmic wonder through narratives of gods, mortals,
and creation itself. This timeless tradition finds fresh expression in Khalid
Javed's Nimat Khana, which reinvents mythological storytelling for
contemporary Urdu literature. The novel constructs a vast imaginative
landscape where myth and modernity intersect. Javed's expansive plot
weaves together human creation myths, dreamlike states, and
metaphysical inquiries, creating a tapestry rich with intellectual depth.
What makes Nimatkhana remarkable is its dualistic nature - it functions
simultaneously as mythological allegory and psychological mirror,
reflecting both our transcendental history and primal human truths. At its
core, the novel explores human appetite in its most fundamental forms:
the sexual and the psychological, the rational and the instinctual. Javed
elevates these themes beyond mere fictional devices, crafting a narrative
realm where passion and sexuality emerge as authentic forces shaping
human connection. The novel's brilliance lies in how it transports readers
from conventional fiction into a liminal space-one that feels
simultaneously invented and unsettlingly real. Through its innovative
synthesis of ancient mythic structures and contemporary existential
concerns, Nimat Khana does more than tell a story - it creates a visionary
framework for understanding how humanity's oldest narratives continue
to inform our most personal truths. This work establishes itself as a
significant contribution to modern Urdu literature's engagement with
mythological consciousness.
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“What is Myth: 1 know very well what it is,

provided that nobody asks me; but if I am asked
and try to explain, I am baffled; so wrote St.
Augustine in his Confessions (XI,14) grappling
engaging with that exclusive category called time,
and anticipating the predicament of anybody
who is pressed for a brief and comprehensive
definition of Myth. It is the Question itself, we
come to realize which is not at fault for we have
no direct experience of myth as such, but only of
particular myths; and these we discover, are
obscure in origin protean in from and ambiguous

in meaning.”3-
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“Fable, Stories, romances, ludicrous, sayings
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farrago nonsense, mythological stuff Name of a
man supposed to have been possessed of an evil
spirit and accustomed to talk strange things he
had seen, fable, an entertaining tale.”*
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“Abstract Concepts developed gradually in
mythology; the first primitive farms of mythology
were fetishism. In fetishism, objects are believed
to animate. More precisely, the idea things are
considered a completely inseparable frame. The

thing is thing in itself.”®
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“Mythology is the study of myths and the then
selves which are the stories told as symbols of
fundamental truths within stories heaving a
string oral tradition. Usually, myths outer
concerned with extra ordinary beings and events.
The have been one of the richest sources of
inspiration for theatre drama and art throughout

the world.”%
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“Myth: a traditional story narrating uu, involving
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embodying Popular ideas an natural as social
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Mpythological figures are considered as

personified abstraction, divinized heroes as fallen

gods.”
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