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The Narrative Enchantment in The Museum of Innocence:
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ABSTRACT:

This paper presents an analytical study of melancholia, collective hiiziin,
and psychological and philosophical narratives in Orhan Pamuk’s
renowned novel, The Museum of Innocence. Pamuk intricately portrays
love, memory and societal transformations in Turkey through the lens of
melancholia and collective grief. The research incorporates Sigmund
Freud’s theory of melancholia, and Pamuk’s discourse on Turkish
modernity. This study examines the novel’s psychological and cultural
dimensions, proving that Pamuk’s work is not merely a romantic tale but
a literary and intellectual creation that explores the complexities of
memory, identity, and collective consciousness. The research highlights
how melancholia and hitiziin are deeply embedded in personal and
societal structures and how these elements take centre stage in The
Museum of Innocence.

Keywords: Melancholia; Huzun; Psychological Narrative; Memory;
Turkish Modernity; Cultural Identity.
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Melancholia are a pro-foundly painful dejection,

cessation of interest in the outside world.*
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The essential thing, therefore, is not whether the
melancholic's distressing self-denigration is correct,
in the sense that his self-criticism agrees with the
opinion of other people. The point must rather be
that he is giving a correct description of his
psychological situation. He has lost his self-respect

and he must have good reason for this. 1%
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Now we Dbegin to understand

htiztin(Huzn) as, not the melancholy of
a solitary person, but the black mood

shared by millions of people together.16-
&@é/b’/}ld”ﬁwgld{,/?é@ﬂ/!d:l}’.!%@J;IUYJ}”E.:U{
dfuﬁ_ww&’m?‘fdr@!m%bfdéJ@/Jl?wJ/‘szgi‘w"gﬁ/}/nmé
)J.PLni,fJ/Vm;«yuéné)‘{cu}LLn"ﬁwLJ,{"IJPI:,_‘LC}(/QI’Z
m(f AL {E 0] (f’ uu,mué’/“;?dwcubu,v@u( /?ﬁf‘am?c,auww;?
@o/&’Ku’b'(f&l:génd/}f/:/;!ui'ﬂ(/;ro/(.fu,;«)f/;_ujéﬂ,cw)jbfﬁ_":5);?‘@
< du Sz G Ut o Lo fe e Un L FLgio 2 s 2e Jb
;wv@),fuyf“gagw!dﬁ;yuﬁfgyﬁ’w/dﬁé_frgz%%ﬁw‘i
wéjiu-‘aﬁfqi/uﬁ/ip&a’!LL/“LVLJXJU:‘(
I am trying to explain the hiiziin of an
entire city: of Istanbul. To feel this
hiiziin is to see the scenes, evoke the

memories, in which the city itself
becomes the very illustration, the very

essence, of hiiziin. 1%~
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The hiiziin in which we see ourselves
reflected, the hiiziin we absorb with

pride and share as a community. 18
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