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Persian Travel Accounts in south Asia and Europe; an
introduction and bibliography

Dr. Muhammad Igbal Shahid

Persian Language and Literature has an important role in Sub-continent
as well as South Asian and European Literature. Persian Travelogue is
a popular form of Literature in prose and Poetry and has a high place in
Learning and Studies f Language, Customs, Culture, Social behaviors’,
architect, believes and religions etc. there are so many Persian
travelogues in the shape of published books and also in the form of
manuscripts in the famous and even in unknown libraries of the worl.
In this dissertation Persian travelogue has been listed.

Key Words: Persian travel Accounts, Persian Literature, South
Asian Travel, European Persian Travels.
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Persian Chronicles: The Well Head of Research for the
Medieval History of Assam

Dr. Rekibuddin Ahmed

The Muslims i.e. the Turko-Afghans and the Mughals ruled over India
from 1203 A.D. to about 1765 A.D. (When Dewani was transferred by
the Mughal emperor Shah Alom II to the East India Company). During
these long 562 years Muslims had their control consolidated over
Bengal and invaded Kamrup/Assam as mentioned above as many as {7
times, sometimes directly from Delhi and often from their regional
capitals at Gaur and Dhaka in Bengals.

It is thus clear that historically there was ample scope over a long
period of time for the influence of Turko-Afghan and Persian Language
(the official mudium of the Mughal Administration), literature and
culture to have the impact in Assam. The processes through which the
impact of Persian influence was possible were several. For example,
firstly, there was direct mingling of the soldiers of the invading Muslim
army and the local people. Secondly, there came among the invading
army, artisans, blacksmiths, attists, masons, tailors horsemen, scribes
etc., many of whom settled here, married locally and merged with the
local people and their culture. Thirdly, there came into Assam Muslim
Preachers, ascetics and Sufi saints who not only preached Islam but
also made Islamic culture and traditions popular among the local
Muslims both old ones and there recently converted ones. Fourthly,
both Koch and Ahom Kings sponsored the settlement of some Muslim
families from the west, well-versed in such professions as translation of
communications in Persian to Ahom Kings, engraving of letters on
copper and iron plates, working on silver and gold filigree, weaving
special silk cloth, masonry, carpentry, tailoring, etc. Fifthly, from the
time of Swargadeo Rudra Singha (1695 A.D. onward) a few Muslim
traders also came to seftle in the commercial centers of Assam who
traded in cloth, dress, ornament, footwear, head-gear, utensils, etc.
Lastly, the Mughal administrative System, especially land settlement
and revenue system not only reached undivided Goalpara district, but
some of its revenue laws were also adopted in other parts of Assam.
This is because the British administration, in its early period of rule,
retained the Mughal land revenue and some legal codes. Therefore this
paper has made a humble attempt to know about the medieval history
of Assam based on Persian Sources.

Key words:  History Persian Lit. Mughal Lit History Persian
Lit in Assan, Persian in sub-continent
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Tazkereh Negari in Kashf-al-Mahjub

Dr. Homayun Abbas Shams

Kashf-ol-Mahjub is the first book in Persian Lanuage on Tasawwof in
the Sub-Continent. Sayyed Hojviri narrated history, significance,
terminologies and other bits of knowledge of Tasawwuf in it. He also
worte about the biographies groups of difference personalities like
Shaba, Tabe’in, Sufias up to his age. His style of writing is not based
on myths. But he is a pioneer of this style in Persian Literature instead
of describing the biographies of these personalities he described the
teachings so that they may come guiding stars for human beings. It can
be said that a new style & new way in biography writing, was
introduced through Kashf al Mahjub.

Key words:  Tazkereh Negari, Sayyed Ali Hojviri, Kashf-ol-
mahjub

Maulana Rumi as a Sufi

Dr. Muhammad Sultan Shah

Maulana Rumi was great poet, intellectual and mystic of the Islamic
World. His contributions to Islamic Philosophy and Persian Literature
have always been acknowledged. In this article his status as a Sufi has
been discussed under seven headings. It has been told that he was from
the descendants of famous mystics of Islam and was himself trained in
Sufism. His meeting with Shams Tabrizi helped him to understand
gnosis and secrets of Divine love. He founded a mystic order named
after him as Maulawiya.

Key words:  Safi, Maulawiya, disciple, spiritual, Mathnawi,
Diwan.
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An Introduction of the Collection of the Manuscripts of
Hindu University of Banaras

Dr, Hassan Abbas

Every body knows the importance of manuscripts and especially the
Persian world recognizes its value to a great deal. Persian has been the
dominant language of sub-continent for many centuries. During that
long period not only Muslims but Hindus and Sikhs showed great
interest in Persian to gain higher parts and better place in society. Even
now Persian is considered an important language in India. In this
article, the scholar has briefly introduced the collection of manuscripts
in famous Hindu University of Banaras. He has revealed that 5695
manuscripts of Sanskrit, 937 manuscripts of Persian, 160 manuscripts
Urdu and 60 manuscripts of Arabic are available and kept safe in
Banaras University.

Key words:  Persian, Manuscripts, collection of Banaras
Hindu University.

A prominent Persian Poet of Sub-Continent,
Mir Qamer ud Din Minnat Dahlvi

Dr. Shoaib Ahmed

Mir Qamar ud Din minnat is a prominent poet and writer of Persian
Language in the Sub-Continent of 18" century A.D./ 12" Century Hijri.
He completed a good number of books in prose and poem alongwith
the guidance and education of the several poets.

Urdu poetry (Rikhta goee) was very popular grave of this area/time and
almost all the poets were composing Urdu ghazal in this period but
Qamer ud din was a great exception amongst, who continued to
composed the Persian poetry and has a badly role in his period.

Key words:  Qamar ud Din Minnat Dehlvi biography writer,
poet of sub-continent, Persian poetry in sub-
continent of Persian.
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An Analysis of Poetic Criticism on Tazkereye Meratol
Khayal

Dr. Najam ur Rashid

Shir Ali Khan Lodi is a famous Persian writer of Sub-Continent. His
best known work is Tazkereye Metatol Khayal which covers
introduction and specimen of 130 poets. This Tazkara was completed
in 1102 A.H/ 090 A.D and has been published several times from both
Iran and India. Shir Khan Lodi, besides the introduction of poets has
also included 15 booklets about different arts in this celebrated book.

Tazkereh writers in particular have gained valuable information from
this book. In this article the elements of literary criticism, discussed in
Tazkara Miratul Khayal have been evaluated and introduced.

Key words:  Tazkereye Meratol Khayal, Shir Ali Khan Lodi,
Analysis, elements of Persian Poetry analysis.

“Manaqib Alvi” First Persian Prose

Dr. Maryam Khalili

“Manaqib Alvi” is one of the Persian prose texts of 13™ Century Hijri
composed by one of the princies and elite of Talpur; Mir Muhammad
Hussain Ali Khan in Hyderabad, Sind Province (Pakistan).

The main feature of this book is the prase, Biography and adventures of
Hazat Ali, the known and 1* Imam of Shia’s in the form of stories,
myths and other devotes relating and stories in the braveness of Hazrat
Ali, his Generosity and above board character.

In this article the contents of the book has been evaluated with
reference old and recent source in this subject.

Key words:  Manaqib Alvi, religious literature, Mir Hussain
Ali Talpur prose of Hazrat Ali
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Historiography and Historical Sources of Sind from
Independence of Pakistan to contemporary period

Dr. Mohammad Mahdi Tavasoli

Pir Hisam ud din Rashdi is a most famous writer and Historian of sind
after 1947 A.D and his contribution towards Editing, compiling and
Composing the basic and primary sources regarding sind province. He
alongwith the social, literary activities and constituting the literary and
research in institution and centers, focused on to collect and compile
the historical sources of sind and the result of his struggle is the
numerous books in Persian sindi and urdu languages and countless
research article in above sited languages. This paper is a tribute of his
life and words.

Key words: Sind, Histogrphy, Sub-continent, Pir Hosam ad din
Rashedi

Sufism in Safavid’s Dynasty
Dr. Naser Jan Nesari

Sufism is serious system of Pholos Thoughts and has its roots of
thousands years in Iran. It starts from the beginning of the Islam in the
shape of a small group of Islamic ideology “Ashab-e-Sufa” the real
companion of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and developed till 8"
century A.D.

In the era of Safavidis a decline was started in Sufism, Sheikh Safi ud
din Ardabili and his followers focused religious practices and thus
sufisim under goes to towards its decline.

Key words: Sufisim, Safavidis kings, religious thought of
safavidies.
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Abstracts of the Articles

Dr. Muhammad Igbal Shahid*

A Comparative Study of the thoughts of Paulo Coelho
and Sa’di views in Golestan and Bustan

Dr. Muhammad Hosein Mohammadi
Marzia Salhi

The Thoughts of Sa’di, great poet of 7" century Hijri have been
compared and analyzed with the idieas of Paulo Coelho renowned
contemporary Brazilian writer with an objective to point out some
common features of both personalities and global approach of Sa’di’s
beliefs. Although a span of seven centuries put them apant but it also
reflects the everlasting impression of Sa’di.

The works of Paulo Coelho are placed among ethical and mystical
writings and has gathered the attention of millions around the world.

According to his beliefs, our attention and concentration towards the
universe takes us closer to Almighty God. To him, every human being
has come to this world with a specific responsibility and faces the
multidimensional aspects in his daily life.

Key words: Paulo Coelho, Sa’di, Common belives.

drigbalshahid @hotmail.com
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South Asia, particularly India, Bengal and Tran has been a
symbol of Beauty of various clines, colorful civilizations &
cultures and astonishing tales of sea & earth, so that a huge
number of traveler explored these magical lands. Some of them
has written there notes and voyages that is a treasure of literature
in the shape of manuscripts & published book.

There is a verity of these travel-accounts in subject, art, business
and work of the traveler along with his expertly and literary
sense & style such as: Historical, Geographical, astronomy,
Mathematics ant even in the shape of Maps & pictures.

If we explore through the historical literature, we will find Notes
of Saliman Seerafi(237H/851AD),an Iranian merchant, as the
First ones in these travel-likes. Additional notes were added by
Abu Zaid Seerafi on it and G.Farrand,French writer has
translated it in the French language.

Marvazi compiled “Kitab ul havan”in514 H/1120AD and
Manuwarsky translated it English and published it with his notes
along with Arabic text.

J.Savaget published “Kitab al Akhbar al Seen wl Hind” with its
Arabic text by an unknown writer.

Sub-continent with all of his natural beauties and wonders of sea
and earth has been a cause of attraction for the concourses like
Sultan Mahmud of Ghazna and Nadar Shah...

A cretin number of poets and writers also traveled alongwith
these warriors and Abu Raihan Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Biruni
(973-1048) was one of these intellectuals who traveled with
Sultan Mahmud who raided northern India on several occasions.
His book “Kitab fi Tahqiq ma lil-Hind” however has not been
placed in travel-accounts but in historiography, although he has
described his travel experiences in it also. “Jahan Ghusha-e-
Nadri (1171H)” the book of Mirza Mahdi Khan Munshi is also
belongs to this category. Similarly the poems, Qasaids and Divan
of the poets alongwith these raiders are not considered as travel-
accounts; like Qasida-e-Somnat of Farrukhi Sestani, Laila-
Mujoon (916 h/1410AD) of Maktabi Shirazi, Divan of Abu Talib
Kaleem Kashani (1021H/1650AD), the poems of Mirza
Jalala(1083H) in description of Kashmir and Fountains of
Savernake, “Majmua-e-Akshay Tarikhi?(1292 H)of Mirza
Hassan Akasbashi and “Makalma- e- Shakhs- e~ Trani ba Shakhs
e Hindi” by unknown writer.

The pure travel accounts in the Persian language, regarding the
South Asia those are being analyzed in this article are as under:
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The manuscript is quite clear and there is very little room for
doubt to call it otherwise. But the dots over the letters nun and fa
are put so close to one another that one another that one may
casily be led to read it as sn. Besides this we have definite
evidence from the Assamese sources e.g., purani Asam Buranji,
Kamrupar Buranji and others, where he is often referred to as
Mirza Nathan. He was so well known for his power and
influence in the Kamrup that the author of the Kamrupor
Buranji, called him Mirza Nathan, the brother of the Padishah
(emperor). The question may be arised that the word Nathan' is
neither a Persian nor an Arabic and it is

rather strange that he being a Persian and a Muslim adopts such a
peculiar epithet. To this we may say that there existed in India
and still exists in some parts, the custom of making children
wear a nose-ring called or have lost several children before. This
nose-ring believed to have the power of injuring children. 1
This survey indicates that the Persian Chronicles written by
Muslim court scholars may be regarded as useful source for the
medieval history, culture and society of Assam.
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“Ali Mardan Khilji, who was one of his officers, during that
illness, slew Bakhtiyar and raised the satandard of soverignty
over the kingdom of Lakhnawati. The period of Malik Ikhtiyaru-
din Muhammad Bakhtirar'stule over Bengal was twelve years.
When Muhammad Bakhtiyar passed from the rule of this
transitory world in to the eternal world, Malik Azu-d-din Khilji.
BAHARISTAN-I-GHAYBI of Mirza Nathan describes the
political condition of Sylhet, Cachar, Cooch Behar and Kamrup
during the period (1608-24 A.D.) and portrays dynastic history
of the powerful Koch Kingdom and steady growth of Ahom
power. It also gives the details of the socio-economic and
political conditions of Assam of the time.

It is a history of the Mughal wars in Assam, Cooch Bihar,
Bengal and Orissa during the reigns of Jahangir and Shah Jahan
during the years 1608 to 1624 A.D. The conflict between
Mukarram Khan and Ali Baqar with the Ahoms is also
mentioned in the book. This book has been translated into
English by eminent Persian scolar, Dr. Moidul Islam Bora in two
volumes and published the Department of Historical and
Antiquarian Studies, Government of Assam in 1992,

The Baharistan is practically the only contemporary and
authentic account for the period with which it deals. The very
minute details of the political

condition of the Ahom and Kuch kingdoms, their relations with
the Mughals and the welcome side-lights on the social and
economic organization of three countries which it supplies with,
are not to be met with elsewhere. Our extant information,
concerning this period, as given in other Persian annals of the
reign of Jahangir and Shaahjahan, and as are to be gathered from
Ahom sources is very mearge and the Baharistan suppliments it
with astonishing wealth of details. Tt gives us, in addition,
interesting details of contemporary Mughals affairs in Bihar and
Orissa. The chief value of the work lies in the full details it
supplies about the complete subjugation of the chiefs of Bengal
and Orissa and wars of the Mughals with the Ahoms,

Kuches, Kacharis, the Afghans of Sylhat, hill tribes of Assam
and the Rajas of Tiperra and Arracan.

Dr. M.I. Bora in the introduction of the translation of the
‘Baharistan -i- Ghaybi” asserts that Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar in his
article published in the ‘Prabasi and Journal of Bihar and Orissa
Research Society’ called the author as Mirza Sahan, which he
believed , is the misleading of the name of Nathan.
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From excessive hunger the soldier’s develoured flesh of horses
and horses preferring death to life placed their necks under their
daggers. In short, in this straigtened condition, they reached the
bridge. Since those two commandants quarrelling with each
other had deserted their posts at the head of the bridge, the
people of that country had destroyed the bridge. At the sight of
this destruction, the heart of the high and the low suddenly broke
like the Chinese cup. Muhammad Bakhtiyar engulphed in the sea
of every resource. After much striving, he got news that in the
neighbourhood there was a very large temple,

and that idols of gold and silvers were palced there in great
pomp. It is said that there was an idol in the temple which
weighed a thousand maunds. In short, Muhammad Bakhtiyar
with his force took refuge in this temple, and was busy
improvising means for crossing the river. The Rajah of Kamrup
had ordered all his troops and subject of that country to commit
depredations. The people of that country, sending out force after
force, engeged in beseiging the temple, and from all sides
posting in the pemple, and from all sides posting in the ground
bamboo made lances, and trying one to the other, turned them
into shape of the walls. Muhammad Bakhtiyar saw that all
chance of escape was slipping out of his hands, and that the knife
was reaching the bone, so at once with his force issuing out of
the temple and making a sortie, he broke through the stockade of
bamboos, and cutting through his way, rescued himself from the
hand- pressed siege. The infidels of that country persued him to
the banks of the river and streached their hands to plunder and
streatched their hands to plunder and slaughter, so that some by
the sharpness of the sword and other by the inundation of water;
were engulphed in the sea of destruction. The Musalman

soldiers on reaching the river banks stood perplexed. Suddenly,
one of the soldiers plunged with his horse into the river, and
went about one arroshot, when another soldiers seeing this,
plunged similarly into the river. As the river had a sandy bed
with a little movement, all were drowned. Only Muhammad
Bakhtiyar with one thousand cavalry (and accprding to another
account, with three hundred cavalry) succeeded in crossing over;
the rest made with a watery grave. After Muhammad Bakhtiyar
had crossed safely over the tumultous river with a small force,
from excessive raids and humiliation, in thathe families and the
children of the slaughtered and the drowned from alleys and
terraces abused and cursed him, he got an attack of consumption,
and reaching the Deokot died. And according to other accounts,
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been converted to Muhammadan faith by Muhammad Bakhtiyar,
he reached towards those mountains. 'Ali Mich led

Bakhtiar's forces to a country, the town were of is called
Abardhan, and also Barhmangadi. It is said that this town was
founded by Emperor Garshasp. Facing that town, flows a river
called Namakdi, which in its depth and breadth, is thrice as much
as the river Ganges. Since that river was tumultous, broad and
deep and forbadable with difficulty, marching along the banks of
the river for ten days, he reached a place where existed a large
bridge made of stone and extending over twenty nine arches
created by the ancients. It is said that Emperor Garshasp; at the
time of invading Hindustan constructed that bridge and came to
the country of Kamrup. In short, Muhammad Bakhtiyar sending
across his forces by that bridge and posting two commandants
for its protection, planned to advance. The Rajah of Kamrup
dissuading him from an advance, said that if he (Muhammad
Bakhtiyar) would postpone his march to Tibbat that year and
next

year collecting an adequate force would advance towards it in
full strength “T too would be the pioneer of the Muslim force,
and would tighten up the waist of self-sacrifice.” Muhammad
Bakhtiyar absolutely unheeding this advice, advanced, and after
sixteen days, reached the country of Tibbat. The battle
commenced with an attak on a fort which had been built by king
Garshasp, and was very strong. Many of the Muslim force tasted
the lotion of death, and nothing was gained. And from the people
of that place who had been taken prisoners, it was ascertained
that at a distance of five farsang from that fort, was a large and
populous city. Fifty thousand Mongolian cavalry thirty for blood
and archers were assembled in that city. Every day in the market
of that city, nearly a thousand or five hundred Mongolian horses
sold, and were sent thence to Lakhnauti. And they said “You
have an impracticable scheme in your head with this small
force.” Muhammad Bakhtiyar, becoming apprised of this state of
affairs, became ashamed of his plan, and, without attaining his
end, retreated. And since the inhabitants of those environs,
setting fire to the fooder and food-grains, had removed their
chattels fo the ambuscades of the rocks, at the time of this retreat,
for fifteen days, the soldiers did not see a handful of food-grains,
nor did the cattle see one bushel of fooder.

Neither human beings saw any bread except the circular disc of
the sum.

Nor did the cattle see any fodder except the rainbow!




37

On Sunday, the 2™ March, 1679, Shahrukh, a servant of Prince
Azam (who was then Governor of Bengal), brought to the court a
despatch announcing the conquest of Gauhati and received a
reward of 1,000/~ rupees. The Emperor granted to the prince a
pearl necklace of 91 beads worth two lakhs of rupees and a
jewelled turban-end worth 25,000/~ rupees.

Reyazus Salatin by Munshi Ghulam Hussain Salim
Riyaz-us Slaltin by Munshi (Secretary) Ghulam Hussain Salim
written in 1787-88 is the sole history of Bengal and Bihar during
the Muslim rule. This is one of the most important works, which
provides vital information about invasions of Kamata and
Kamrupa by Allauddin Hussain Shah. It is practically a modern
work based not only on a limited number of sources but
inadequate use of materials available there. It refers to the first
three Muslim invasions of Kamrup, gives an outline of the
activities of the Mughal viceroys in Bengal with regard to Assam
and indicates the effects of the war of succession among
Shahjahan's son on the north-eastern frontier policy of the
Mughals. The occupation of Moughal territories by Kuches and
Ahoms are also contained in this book.” 1t also presents a
continuous narrative of the Mughal wars in Eastern Bengal
and Assam and also the political relations of the Muslim
viceroys of Bengal with the Ahoms and the Koches along
with other sporadic incidents.

Bakhtiyar Khilji's invasion of Kamrupa reflected in Riyaz-us-
Salatin :

Malik Ikhtiaruddin  Muhammad Bakhtivar was the first
Muhammadan ruler of Bengal. In the year 599 A H. when Sultan
Qutub-d-Din after conquest of the fort of Kalinjar, proceeded to
the town in Jalaun district, North-Western provinces, on the rigt
bank of the Jamuna) and conquered its, Malik Muhammad
Bakhtiyar going from Bahar to wait on him, met the Sultan, at
the time, when the latter was proceding from Mahubah towards
Badaun. He presented jewelleries and divers valuables of Bengal
and a large amount in cash. And for a time remaining in the
company of the Sultan, he took permission to return and came
back to Bengal and for a period ruling over Bengal he engaged in
demolishing the temples and in building mosques. After this he
planned and expedition towards the kindoms of Khata and
Tibbat, with a forece of ten or twelve thousand select cavalry,
through the passes of the North-Eastern mountains of Bengal.
Guided by one of the chiefs of Koch, named 'Ali Mich, who had
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as well as the daughter of the Raja, the daughter of another
Raja of a part of the country of Assam ( a near relative of the
chief Raja), four sons of the nobles of the Raja’s court (who
were to stay in Bengal as hostages for the arrival of the balance
of the tribute, i.e., what had been promised over and above what
was now delivered).

On Saturday, the 10 th January, the Xhan-i-Khanan, marched
from the mouth of the Namrup hill and returned towards Bengal,
arriving at Lakhugarh on Thursday, the 22™ ; on Wednesday, the
11™ February he marched out of Kajli and arrived at Pandu
opposite Gauhati on further side of the river, sending away
Rashid Khan as Faujdar of Kamrup. At this time his illness
became past remedy. When he found himself in this plight, he
deputed Askar Khan to reconquer Kuch Bihar, which Bhim
(Pran) Narayan had recovered and himself started for Khizrpur.
On 31th March 1663, he died within 2 Kos of Khizrpur.,
Appointment of Raja Ram Singh to invade Assam :

On Thursday, the 19 th December, 1667 it was learnt from news-
reports of Bengal that the wretched Assamese a second time
audaciously crossed their own frontier and attacked Gauhati on
the boundary of Bengal, with a vast army and a large flotilla; and
that as reinforcement had not reached Sayyid Firuz Khan, the
thanadar of the place, the enemy had conquered Gauhati and the
aforesaid KKhan had bravely sacrificed his life with many of his
comrades in devotion (to duty). The Emperor decided that one of
the great and eminent nobles of the court should be deputed to
Bengal with an army from His presence to put down the enemy
and that he should join this force to some of the troops serving in
Bengal, and engage in chastising this wicked tribe. Therefore,
Raja Ram Singh was appointed to perform this exploit. On
Friday, the 27" December, 1667, he was sent off with a robe, a
horse with gold trappings and a jewelled dagger with pearl strap.
Nasisir Khan, Kesai Singh Bhurtia (Rathor), Raghunath Singh
Mairtia, Brahmadeo Sisodia and many other nobles and
mansadars, 1,500 ahadis and 500 barquandazes were appointed
under him.

Miscellaneous Information of Assam from Masir-i-Alamgiri :
On Sunday, the 3" May, 1668, Rahmat Banu, daughter of the
King of Assam, was married to Muhammad Azam; the bride’s
settlement was | lakh, 80,000 rupees. Muhammad Azam earlier
in the coronation Gazette was awarded a robe and a jewelled
dhup.

Conquest of Gauhati:
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planted in Garhgaon, the capital of Assam on Monday the 7"
March.

When the Emperor learnt the details of this famous victory from
the despatches of the Khan-i-Khanan, he graciously gave the
Khan’s son Muhammed Amin Khan who was then at court, a
robe and sent a farman full of praise, a special robe, tuman tugh
and a reward of one crore of dam (Rs.2 2 Lakhs) to the faithful
Khan.

The conclusion of the affairs of Assam:

When the Khan-i-Khanan took up his residence at Mathurapur
for passing the rainy season and water covered the whole land,
the Assamese began to act boldly. As the Mughal troops could
not ride out, the audacity of the Assamese passed all limits. Their
Raja came down from the hills of Namrup. The Mughal outposts
were withdrawn; no other place than Garhgaon and Mathurapur
remained in the possession of the imperialists. Provisions were
exhausted. The poisnous air caused a pestilence which which
carried off vast numbers. This affected the whole land of
Assam, and vast crowds of the enemy, too, in the hills went to
hell. During this period the food of the soldiers and the cattle
was rice and beef, large quantities of which had been captured
from the enemy. There was no alternative but to wait patiently
for the end of the rains. In the middle September the rains
decreased and boats of provisions too arrived at that time.

By the end of Rabi-ul-awal (Oct-Nov), as the land reappeared,
the Mughala sallied on all sides and made a terrible slaughter of
the enemy in the same way as before. Tha Raja fled to the hills,
and made overtures of peace but the Khan did not agree and
started for Namrup.

Retreat and Death of Mir Jumla:

In the meantime many acute diseases attacked the Khan. The
soldiers, worn out with labour and sufferings, were shaken in
mind by the fear of his dying in such a (terrible) country and
wished to desert him and go back to Bengal. The Khan on
learning of it was grieved and on Friday the 5™ December, 1662
he advanced one stage. Necessity now compelled him to decide
on peace and return. The Raja, who saw his own capture
imminent, made Dilir Khan his mediator and the latter induced
the Khan-i-Khanan to agree to the Raja’s proposal.

On Monday the 5" January, 1663, the agents of the Raja arrived
and brought to the imperial camp a tribute of 20,000 tolas of
gold, one lakh and eight thousand tolas of silver, 20 elephants for
the Emperor, 15 for the Khan-i-Khanan and five for Dilir Khan,
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do not allow stranger or foreigner to enter their territories and
prevent their own people from leaving the country.

Assam the land of practicing magic :

[t is the misfortunes which have invariably befallen those who
entered Assam that the people of India have come to look upon
the Assamese as sorcerers and use the word ‘Assam’ in such
formulas disposed witchcraft. The Assam Rajahs have always
been insolent and proud of their power and the number of their
men. Hence this book is regarded as the unique source of
Assam’s socio, political, economical, cultural and historical
conditions of the medieval age.

MASIR-I-ALAMGIRI by Muhammad Saqi Mustaid Khan
Muhammad Saqi Mustaid Khan was an official historian of the
time of Mughal Emperor Muhammad Shah, successor of
Aurangzeb. He authored this historical book in 1710 A.D. Tt is
history of the reign of Aurangzib. The account of the first ten
years of this book is an abridgement of Alamgir Name of
Mohammad Kazim while the remaining accounts of the period
upto 1717 A.D. is an original composition. The author utilized
all the available state papers and produced his work entitled
Masir-i-Alamgiri, a history of the entire reign of Aurangzeb.
This work contains a summary of Alamgirnama.

The account of Mustaid Khan on Assam incorporates the history
of the conquest of Cooch Behar and Assam (A.D.1661), the
conclusion of the affairs of Assam through Mir Jumla’s advance
towards Garhgaon, retreat and death of Mir Jumla and
appointment of Raja Ram Singh of Amber to invade Assam.
Account of the Conquest of Kuch Bihar and Assam (1661 A.D.)

Towards the end of the year 1657 A.D., owing to the illness of

Shah Jahan, disturbances broke out in all the frontiers, Bhim
(Pran) Narain, Zaminder of Kuch Bihar occupied the Kamrup
district, appertaining to the imperial dominions. Just then
Jayadhwaj Singh, Raja of Assam, who considered his country
safe from the inroad of the imperial army and wanted to conquer
the aforesaid district deputed a large army by the land-route to
the district of Kamrup

The Khan-i-Khanan, knowing the invasion of these two
countries to be urgent, started from Khizrpur by order of the
Emperor, on Friday the 1* November, 1661. His army occupied
the city of Kuch Bihar on 19" December and named it
‘Alamgirnagar’. On Thursday, the 9" January,1662 A.D., the
army set out for the conquest of Assam by way of Ghoraghat.
After campaigning for five months, the Islamic standard was
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The book also informs that gold is found in the Brahmaputra;
about ten thousand people are employed in the washings. Each
man makes in the average a tolah of gold per annum and hands
it to the Rajah. But the gold is not fine and sells for 9 or 8 rupees
per tolah. The musk deer is also found in the mountains of
Assam. Lignum aloes (Agarus), which is chiefly found in the
mountains of Namrup, Sadiah and Lakhugar, is heavy, coloured
and has a strong scent. About the Animals and Birds of Assam
the book ‘Tarikh-i- Aasham’ mentioned as follows :
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Currencies of Assam :
Regarding currency, Coweries, rupees and muhurs are used in
Assam. There is no Copper coins. The book ‘Tarikh-I-Assam’
mentions about currency as follows :
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Revenue and Tax collection :
The book informs that if Assam were administered on the
pattern of the Mughals like other parts, it would have collected
the land tax and the revenue from wild elephants and other
imposts amount rupees forty five lakh annually . But the Raja
of Assam does not take any tax from his people. They have to
give one person out of every three to the Raja for his services
and if a family tries to evade this rule , the minimum
punishment given by the Raja is execution. The order of the
Raja is carried out with perfect discipline and that is why they
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for the head, one for the waist and a sheet for the shoulders.

Some of the richer people wear a kind of half coat, which

resembles only Yaqubkhani jacket. Those who can afford it,

sleep on a wooden dais.

They eat pan in large quantities with unripe supari, unshelled.

They weave excellent flowered silk, velvet, tatbands and other

silks. Boxes, trays, stools, chairs are cleverly and neatly made of

one piece of wood.

Except the gates of Ghargaon and some idol temples, houses in

Assam are not built of bricks or stones and mortar. Generally the

rich or the poor build their houses of wood or bamboo or grass.

It mentions as follows :
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Animals and Birds of Assam :

The book informs in Persian about the animals and birds in
Assam as follows : ¢ Ducks and fowls are very large. Their
fighting cocks are very plucky and rarely run away. If a weak
cock fight with a strong one and get its head broken and its
brain scattered about or be dying it will never take its eyes from
the opponent or show its back. Elephants are large and numerous
in a wild state in the hills. Gazelles, stags, nilgaos and wild
goats are rare.’
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Certain varieties of flower and fruits, both wild and cultivated,
which are not be met with else where in the whole of India, are
found here. The coconut and nim trees are rare; but pepper,
spikenard and many species of lemon are abundant. Mangoes
are full of warm, but plentiful, sweet and free from fibre, though
yielding scanty juice. Sugarcane is of the black, red and white
varieties and very sweet ; but so hard as to break ones teeth;
ginger is juicy. The pine apples are large and taste well.
Panialahs, a kind of amlah, are very fine and many prefer them
to plums. The chief crop of the country is rice, but the thin and
long varieties of the grains are rare. Assamese Culture &
Society :
The inhabitants of this country profess no religion whatever.
They eat whatever they get and from whomsoever it be,
following the bent of their uncivilized minds. They accept
food form everybody barring Muslims and Non-Muslims.
They eat every kind of flesh except human, whatever of dead or
killed animals.
The males are strongly built. They are quarrelsome, fond of
shedding blood, fearless in affrays, merciless, mean and
treacherous; in lies and deceit they stand unrivalled beneath, the
sun. The women have mild features but are very black; their hair
is long and their skin soft and smooth; their hands and feet are
delicate. From a distance the people look well; but they are ill -
favoured as far as proportion of limits is concerned. Few men
have less than two wives’ most have four or five. The several
wives of a man will carry on sales and barter among each other.
In paying respect, the Assamese bend the knees ; and when the
subjects go to the king or the Phukans, they bend their knees,
sit dozanu (two knees) and fix their eyes on the ground. They
shave their heads and beard and whiskers; and if a man only
departs a little from this custom, they call him Bengalized and
kill him.

The using of turbans, long coats, trousers, shoes and sleeping
on charpais (four feet chair) , are quite unusual. They use a cloth
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chapter deals with annexation of Cooch Bihar and glimpses of
that country. The second chapter is about the victorious
march of the imperial army towards the kingdom of Ahoms.
The book narrates about the geographical, social, cultural,
environmental of Assam during the medieval age as follows :
Geographical :
The book narrates that Assam is a wild and dreadful country,
abounding in danger. It lies north-east of the province of Bengal.
The river Brahmaputra flows through it from the east towards the
west. The climate of the parts on the banks of the Brahmaputra
suits natives and strangers alike. But at a distance from the river,
though the climate agrees with the natives, it is rank poison to
foreigners. It rains for eight months in the year, and even the four
months of winter are not free from rain. In the cold weather the
diseases of cold and moisture affect foreigners with greater
severity than natives, while in summer excessive secretion of
bile grasps foreigners more violently that natives. The people of
this country are free from certain fatal and loathsome diseases —
such as leprosy, white leprosy, elephantiasis, goiter and
hydrocele which prevail in Bengal.
The climate of the parts of the banks of the Brahmaputra suits
natives and strangers alike. But at a distance from the river,
though the climate agrees with natives, it is rank poison to
foreigners. It rains for eight months in the year and even the four
months of winter are not free from rain. In the cold weather the
diseases of cold and moisture affect foreigners with great
severity than natives. While in the summer excessive secretion of
bile
grasps foreigners more violently than the natives. The people of
this country are free from certain fatal and loathsome diseases
such as leprosy, white leprosy, elephantiasis, swellings of the
neck, goiter which prevail in Bengal. They are also immune from
many other lingering maladies. The air and water in the hills are
fatal to natives and strangers. The trees of its hills and plains are
exceedingly tall, thick and strong. Its streams are deep and wide
and both these that contain pools and those that do not are
beyond the range of numbering. Many kinds of odorous fruits
and herbs of Bengal and Hindustan grow in Assam
The book mentions as follows :
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Raja Mal Gossa’in, the Zamin of Kuch (Cooch Behar) also
(after defeat of Daud in the hands of Khan Jahan) submitted and
the Khan Jahan sent as tribute the rarities of that country together
with 54 noted elephants.

(Saiyid) Tkhtisas Khan, or Saiyid Firuz Jang : For a long time he
was thanadar of Gauhati in Assam. In the 10" year, when the
demon- like Assamese came with a great body of men and as
help did not arrive the khan bravely gave his life in the service of
his king in 1077 (1666-67 A.D.)

Islam Khan Mashhadi : In the 8" year, he was appointed
governor of the extensive province of Bengal in place of A’zam
Khan and there opened wide the gates of victory. He chastised
the Assamese property and captured the son-in- law of the ruler
of Assam and conquered forts so quickly that in space of two
pahars (6 hours) he took fifteen forts. Islam Khan’s first personal
expedition was in the 1 1" year.

FATHIYA-I-IBRIYA by Shihabudin Talis :
FATHIYA-I-IBRIYA of Shihabud-din Talish is known as
Tarikh-i-Mulk-i-Aasham or Tarikh-i-Assam, i.e. the history of
the country of Asham or history of Assam. It describes the
various aspects of military and revenue administration of the
land. 1t also exhaustively deals with the habits and customs,
religion and culture, and arts and crafts of both the plain and hill
people besides giving a general description of Assam with
special reference to all the socio- political conditions  that
occurred at the time of MirJumla’s invasion of Assam in
A.D. 1662-63. The author Shehabuddin Talish accompanied
Mir Jumla’s invading army, who made incursion deep into
Ahom kingdom and captured Garhgaon, the capital and kept
it under their subjugation for about a year.

The book deals with a very important phase of Assam-
Moughal history. It also narrates about the violent conflicts
between Nawab Mir Jumla, popularly known as Alamgir
Moazzam Khan, Governor of Benbal and the ruler of Assam
and Kuch Bihar during the reign of Alamgir Aurangzib at
Delhi. It is also about the invasion of these two countries
and the difficulties and hardship faced by the royal Moughal
army. It also reflects all aspects of Assam’s physiography,
climate, flora, fauna and their dresses and food, the crops
grown etc.”

The book consists of one preface and two chapters followed
by the appendix. The preface is about why and when the
royal army marched to Cooch Bihar and Assam. The first
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Alamgirnama. Hussain Shah and Sulaiman Kararan had
previously attempted to conquer Assam and there was also an
unsuccessful attempt by ‘Abdu-s-Salim in Shah Jahan’s reign)
and terrible, for in former times great Indian armies which had
set out to conquer this country had been overthrown and slain by
the treachery of this tribe and not one of them had escaped from
the whirlpool. The Commander-in-Chief neverthless directed
an attack against one of the walls and Diler Khan, with some
valiant men, was appointed to the task.

By chance one of that tribe who had lived for a long time in the

imperial territory and at this time was numbered among the units
(ahad) of the camp, in his craftiness became full of malice. He
under the guise of loyalty represented that he knew the nature of
the ground and its real condition. If they would accept his
guidance, he would bring the royal troops to a place whence an
attack could easily be made. At the same time he sent a message
to the besieged that they should collect in a certain place, which
was the most difficult of all. Diler Khan proceeded at night
according to the guidance of this rascal. At dawn he reached a
place where was a moat full of water and which was difficult and
where there was a large collection of the enemy. At once the
discharge of many thousand gund darkened the air and there was
a shower of powder-posts (huggaha- barut) from the battlements
so that the earth trembled. Diler Khan, in his great courage,
never thought of turning back, but drove his elephant into the
water of the moat and when his followers beheld such bravery on
the part of their chief they also pressed on. A hot engagement
took place, a great many of armies of Islam were wounded, and
number lost their lives. Five bullets were stopped in his elephant
and howdah. The brave Khan and some others reached the foot
of the fort and got to the top of the wall, and fought with the
enemy. Afterwards his men got in by the gate and in other places
and unfurled the flag of victory. The infidels were overcome and
fled out. After the death of Mir Jumla the Khan came to court.

(Mirza ) Hasan Safavi: In the 21* year he came from Jaunpur
with his son and did homage and again they went to Bengal. In
the 22" year, he was, at Shah Shuja’s request, appointed to Kuch
(Cooch Behar), and received an increase of 1,000 horse. In the
23" year and end of 1059 A H. (1649 A.D.) he died.
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about the political and social life of the people of Assam during
the reign of Shah Jahan from this Persian source.
MATHIR-UL-UMARA by Shah Nawaz Khan and Abdul Hayy

Both Nawab Samsam Ud-dula Shah Nawaz Khan and his son
Abdul Hayy took up the work of preparing a biographical
dictionary of the Muslim and Hindu officers of the Timurid
sovereigns of India from A.D. 1500 to about A.D. 1780. They
completed their work by the end of the eighteenth century A.D.
It gives a valuable account about the participation of several
Mughal Commanders and Generals in the Assam -~ Mughal wars.
The account also describes an interesting narrative about the
location, architectural designs, arms and ammunition and army
of resistance of the Assamese fort at Simalagarh which was
destroyed by Diler Khan, vanguard of Mir Jumla’s army.

After Shuja was driven away, Dilir Khan was in M’uazzam
Khan’s vanguard in his conquest of Assam and did great deeds
in chastising the worthless Assamese. In every place he was an
associate of victory. When the royal forces crossed the
Brahmaputra, which is one of the famous rivers of that country,
they came to the fort of Shamlagarha. Thai is a strong and sky-
high fort. To besiege it was beyond the powers of the masters of
lofty designs. Those who inhabited it were safe from the stone
throwing of the calamities of fortune and the catapults of the
heaven. On both sides of the fort there were broad and high at a
hill which raised its head to the sky. On the north side the wall
extended for three kos as far as the raging river already
mentioned (the Brahmaputra). Both walls were provided on the
inside with bastions and battlement and without there was a deep
moat. Every place had been fortified with guns, badlij (A kind of
cannon) and muskets, etc. In that area there were merely
300,000 warlike Assamese ready to resist. As the beleaguering
of the whole fort was impossible, Diler Khan, in accordance with
the opinion of the Commander-in-Chief, established a battery
opposite the largest bastion and fighting went on inside and
outside. Every cannon-ball that reached

the bastion and wall, on rise up and no sign appeared of the walls
being broken or of the battlements falling. The country was too
rugged (it is used in two different meanings ‘rugged and
fearsome,” and terrifying to the heart.” It also specifies the fact
that Tndian armies had been twice lost there. The treachery
consisted in the night attacks of the Assamese. The account of
the treacherous Assamese camp followers is taken from the
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Babu Mankli (Sulayman) and Kala Pahar had taken refuge in
Kuch Bihar and then attacked Qagshals along with the sons of
Jalaluddin Sur.

Jabari made an inroad from Kuch Bihar into Ghoraghat
(Rangpur).

Information on Kuch Hajo:

Mukarram Khan distinguished himself in the expedition to Kuch
Hajo and brought the Zamindar Paricchit before the Governor.
(The Padishanama II, 64, where Mukarram Khan’s expedition is
related, distinguishes beginning of Jahangir’s reign under
Parichhit, the latter under Lachmi Narain. Haju is the name of a
famous leader of the Kutch people, who in ethnological works is
said to have expelled the Kacharis and founded a dynasty which
lasted 200 years. His descendants still exercise jura regalia in
Kuch Bihar proper). '

PADISHAHNAMAH by Abdul Hamid Lahori:

Abdul Hamid Lahori was an official historian of the time of
Emperor Shahjahan. His work narrates the history of the Mugha
Empire during the second quarter of the Seventeenth century
A.D. The author was asked by the emperor himself to write a
history of his reign and he chose Abul Fazal as his model.
Lahori’s account of Assam describes domestic conflict between
Lakshmi Narayan of Cooch Behar and Parikshit Narayan of
Koch Hajo, imprisonment of Parikshit by the Mughals and their
mutual hostility and Islam Khan’s aggressive imperialism
towards Kamrup and hostility of Bali Narayan with the Mughals.
The narrative also exhaustively deals with the military
expeditions of Mukharram Khan, Abu Bakr, Abdus Salam, Allah
Yar Khan and Jainal Abidin to Assam.

An interesting note upon the Ahoms is produced here in which
the military arrangement of the Ahoms specially their infantry,
artillery and navy are hinted upon.

The inhabitants (Ahoms) shave the head and clip off beard and
whiskers. They eat every land and water animal. They are very
black and loathsome in appearance. The chiefs travel on
elephants or country ponies; but the army consists only of foot
soldiers. The fleet is large and well fitted out. The soldiers use
bows and arrows and matchlocks, but do not come up in courage
to the Muhammadan soldiers, though they are very brave in
naval engagements. On the march they quickly and dexterously
fortify their encampments with mud walls and bamboo palisades
and surround the whole with a ditch. One can getinformation
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with honour. On the way he observed that the latter was
distressed and so he dismissed him with respect. After sometime
he (the chief) gave his sister to the Rajah

The ruler of Koc did not pay his respects to the Hakim
(Governor) of Bengal and Sulaiman Karrani proceeded to make
war upon him and returned after failure.

One of the occurances was the defeat of the Patkunwar (Raghu
Deva). When Lachmi Narayan, the ruler of Koc, submitted
himself and was exalted, envy made his competitor mad. He
collected an army and took possession of some territory. Lachmi
Narain retired into a fortress and begged the help of Rajah Man
Singh. A chosen force under the command of Jajhar K. and Fath
K. Sur hastened to the spot. On 3 May 1597 they arrived there
and after a great contest defeated the Patkunwar. Many were
killed and many were made prisoners and much plunder was
obtained.

AIN -I-AKBARI by Abul Fazal :

Abul Fazal wrote Ain-i-Akbari as appendix o Akbarnama. The
Ain is a kind of Gazetter of the period it deals with. It records the
rich productions of the Koch kingdom specially in horses and
elephants. There are also references to the activities of Kalapahar
and Mukarram Khan’s expedition to Assam. Information on
Kuch Bihar :

In the northern mountainous district of Hindustan, a kind of
small but strong horse is breed, which are called gut : and in the
confine of Bengal, near Kuch Bihar, another kind of horses
occurs, which rank between the gut and Turkish horses and are
called Tanghan, they are strong and powerful.

Mirza Hasan-i-Safawi was Governor of Kuch; died in 1059 A H.
Soon after defeat and death of Dayud of Bengal, Malku Saj, (Bal
Gosai), Raja of Kuch Bihar sent tribute and 54 elephants, which
Khan Jahan dispatched to the court (Delhi).

The whole of FEastern Bengal on the right side of the
Brahmaputra was annexed to the Mughal Empire by Raja Man
Singh, son of Bhagwan Das. In 41" year Man Singh married the
sister of Lachmi Narain, Raja of Kuch Bihar who had declared
himself a vassal of the Mughal Empire. In 42™ year Man Singh
had to send a detachment under Hijaz Khan into Kuch Bihar for
the protection of Lachmi Narain.

At this juncture (Mughal’s attack on Isa Khan’s territory
Sunargaw) Isa returned from an expedition to Kuch Bihar and
attacked the Imperialista near Bhowal (North of Dacca).
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Fazl 716 calls Sukhla Deva the elder brother of Mal Gosain, but
the inscriptions quoted . by Gait, id.295, show that he was the
younger brother. Mal Gosain is more likely to be right than Bal
Gosain, as the presents sent on the occasion mentioned in the
text. In the 50" year of his reign he made his nephew his heir-
apparent, but after this either he or his brother (Shukhla) Gosain
married and had a son called Lachmi Narain.

Rajah Mal Gosain, the Zamindar of Koc, also again made his
submission. First of all the rarities of Bengal, including 54 noted
clephants, were produced and then the presents of the
landholder.

One of the occurrences was the submission of Lachmi Narain.
He was the ruler of Kuc Bihar. It has 4,000 horse, 2,00,000
infantry, 700 elephants, and one thousand war-boats. Tt is It is a
populous country: its length is 200 Kos, and its breadth 40 to 100
kos. On the east is the river Brahmaputra, on the north is lower
Tibet and Assam, and on the south Ghoraghat. On the west is
Tirhut. A hundred years before this a pious woman was praying
in the temple of Jalpesh which is dedicated to Mahadeva and
prayed for a son who should become ruler. By God’s help she
became pregnant and bore a son. He received the name of Bisa
and obtained the government of that country. His grandson Mal
Gosain possessed much enlightenment and was adorned with
excellent qualities. By virtue of spiritual senses he got some idea
of the greatness of His Majesty and composed an address in
praise of the Shah-inshah and sent it together with choice goods
to the sacred court. He always gathered auspiciousness by
supplications (to Akbar). He lived in a disengaged manner and
refrained from marriage. At fifty years of age he nominated his
brother’s son the Patkunwar as his successor. His eldest brother
Shukl-gosain expressed a wish that he (Mal Gosain) should
marry,

and the latter out of love to him consented. He had a son to
whom he gave the name of Lachmi Narain, When he died, the
kingdom came to him (Lachmi Narain). The Patkunwar raised
the head of rebellion and by the help of Isa had some success. At
this time Lachmi Narain petitioned His Majesty and through
Rajah Man Singh requested that he might be associated with
eternal dominion. The Rajah (Man Singh) hastened from
Salimnagar to Anandapur. Lachmi Narain received him at a
distance of forty kos. On 13 Dai they embraced on horseback
and there was a banquet of friendship. Afterwards the Rajah
went to his quarters, thinking that he would then treat the chief
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and , in magnitude, breadth, and depth, it is three times more
than the river Gang.

To the banks of the river Beg-mati Muhammad-i- Bakhtiyar
came; and Ali, Mej, joined the army of Islam; and, for a period
of ten days, he took the army up the river among the mountains,
until he brought it to a place where, from remote times, they had
built a bridge of hewn stone, and had built a bridge of hewn
stone, and consisting of upwards of twenty arches”.

From the distinct mention of Tibbat and Turkistan, by other as
well as by our author, together with other observations made by
him, it is evident that Muhammad, son of Bakht-yar and his
force marched from Diwkot, or Dib-kot, in Dinajpur district, the
most important post in the northern frontier of his territory,
keeping the country of the Rajah of Kamrud on his right hand,
and proceeding along the bank of the Tistah, through Sikhim, the
tracts inhabited by the Kunch, Mej, and Tiharu, to Burdhan-Kot.
They were not in the territory of the Rajah of Kamrud, as his
message shows.”

It is also stated in the Tabaqat-I-Nasisri that Al Mech
guided the Muslim army as far as the bridge and that when
Mahammad with a few followers crossed the river, on his
return , Ali Mech again met him and guided him back to
Devkot. The guide', Ali, the Mej, and kinsmen at the passage
came forward to receive him ( Muhammad-i- Bakht-yar) and
rendered him great succour until he reached Diw-kot. This
shows that the “Kuch” and “Mej” (Mech) country was fo the
west of the river. In other words, the river spanned by the
bridge was to the east of Kuch Bihar.

AKBAR NAMA by Abul Fazl :

Abul Fazl was made the royal historiographer and as such his
writings based on the original records. Abul Fazl’s account of
Assam describes the extent of the Koch Kingdom and its
products, activity of Isa Khan and Man Singh’s intervention in
the Koch affairs due to mutual rivalries of Raja Lakshmi
Narayan and Raghudev.

One of the occurrences was the arrival of the presents from
Bengal and Koc (Koc Behar). At the page no. 716 of this
book, Abu! Fazl gives an account of Rajah Mal Gosain. He says
that he was the grandson of Bishna (Or Bisa, and the Visu of
other texts authorities), and was an ascetic and did not marry till
he was fifty. It is unlikely that an ascetic would develop mto a
great conqueror and apparently the real warrior was his brother
Sukhla Deva Silarai, as indeed the temple inscriptions say. Abul
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“The state of different mountain tracts of Turkistan and Tibbat to
the eastward of Lakhnawati, the ambition of seizing the country
of Turkistan and Tibbat began to torment his brain; and he had
an army got ready, and about 10,000 horses were organized. In
the different parts of those mountains which lie between Tibbat
and the country of Lakhnawati are there races of people, one
called the Kunch, the second (Meg), and the third the Tihatu;
and all have Turk countenances. They have a different idiom too,
between the language of Hind and Turk. One of the Chiegs of
the tribes of Kunch and Mej, when they were want to call “Alj,
the Mej, fell into the hands of Muhammad-i- Bakht-yar, the
Khilji, and, at his hands
also, the former adopted the Muhammadan faith. He agreed to
conduct Muhammad -i- Bakht-yar into those hills, and act as a
guide; and he brought the latter to a place where there is a city,
the name of which is Burdhan (Kot). They relate after this
manner, that, in ancient times, Shah Gustasib returned from the
country of Chin, and came towards Kamrud, and, by that route,
got into Hindustan, and founded that city (Burdhan-Kot). A river
flows in front of that place, of vast magnitude, the name of
Hindustan, they style it in the Hindui dialect, Samund (ocean);



21

the year A.D. 1260 and includes in his chronicle Malik
Yuzbak’s invasion and occupation of ‘the city of Kamrud’
(Kamrup), his retreat along the foot of the Khasi and the
Garo Hills, his defeat in the stiff battle in the hilly terrain
in A.D. 1256 — 57 and his imprisonment during the time of
Kamata ruler Sandhya.’

Minhaj narrates the facts and events in a plain and lucid manner.
He describes about the conquest: of India by Mohammad
Shahabuddin Ghuri and the history newly established Turkish
kingdom in India from the beginning upto 1260 A.D. Minhaj
himself participated in many events as because he was the
chief Qazi of Delhi under Nasiruddin Mohammad. This is
happened to be the first Persian source provided the information
about the expedition of Muhammad Bin Bakhtiyar Khilji to
Kamrupa of Assam. It also gives an idea about the successive
repulses sustained by Giyasuddin Iwaj in the year 1226 and
Nasiruddin, the son of Iltutmish, Sultan of Delhi, in the year
1228 during the time of Prithu, the ruler of Kamata. The
Persian text is given in the following ways:
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The Deodhai Assam Buranji, a short account of Ahom rule up to
the year 1642

The Kamrupar Buranji, compiled and edited by Dr. S.K. Bhuyan
from old manuscript chronicles, contains a legendary account of
the ancient Hindu

kingdom of Kamrupa and an account of the conflicts of the
Moghuls with the Ahom and Koches, commenting from the
dismemberment of the Koc kingdom after the death of
Naranayanan. This work can be called “a historical monograph
of rare and unique importance.®

Besides these it can be mentioned that the Muslims had
introduced the art of compiling chronicles recording the
political ~events during their establishment of political
supremacy over India. Many of these chronicles are devoted to
Assam. These are treated to be the authentic sources regarding to
know the history, language, literature and culture of Assam of
that time. These sorces of Persian taught the art of writng the
literature.

These chronicles the basic sources generally reflect the several
aggressions of the Mughals and the Ahom towards Kamrup or
the present Assam. The following is the list of Persian histories
written in India where the name of Assam and its people are
mentioned.

TABAQAT-I-NASIRI by Minhaj-ud-Din Shiraj :

The earliest of these books devoted to Assam is Tabaqat-I-Nasiri
which records the expedition of Ghazi Tkhtiyaruddin
Muhammad bin Bakhtiyar Khilji in 1206 A.D. Its author
Minhaj-ud-Din Shiraj alias Minhaj-i- Siraj was a judge (gazi) by
profession and he went to Devkot and gathered informations of
the expedition from a person named Mast Mid of Devkot who
was one of the Bakhtiyar’s officers and was present during the
expedition. Minajuddin Abu Umar bin Serajuddin Jauzani
popularly known as Minhaj Seraj completed this marvellous
work in A.D.1260. This work is divided into many sections and
may be considered as a general history of the Muslim world.
Mirihaj’s account of Assam is the most trustworthy narrative of
the invasion of Bakhtiyar Khilji and his defeat and total
annihilation of his grand army, 12,000 strong in A.D. 1205 -06,
in the hands of the Kamrup- Kamata warriors. The narrative
also incorporates the successive  repulses sustained by
Ghiyasuddin 1waj in A.D. 1226, and Nasiruddin , the son of
[tutmish, in A.D. 1228 during the time of Kamata ruler
Prithu. Minhaj brings down the sequence of events up to
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existence between the Mughal empire and the Koch and Ahom
powers was now lifted and genesis of the Mughal north-eastern
frontier policy was almost unwillingly laid.

During this period many soldiers including Pathans and
Mughals, under normal circumstances or being captured, took to
staying here and after marrying the daughters of the local
converted Muslims, they constituted Muslim population in
Assam. They accepted Assam as their native country and fought
for the security of their native land.

In order to know the political history of Assam, the chronicles of
dynastic rule of the Koch Kings of Kamrupa and Koch Behar
and the Ahom monarchs of Assam are essential. The annals of
Koc kings are known as raja-vamsavalis (account of the royal
dynasty), and were generally written at the instance of the latter -
day rulers. The Ahom chronicles are called by an Ahom name
buranji (i.e. history), literary meaning ‘a store house that teaches
the ignorant, and many of them were written under the
supervision either of ministers or of other executive officers of
the State.

The Ahom, a Shan race, who came to Assam in 1228 A.D,,
brought with them a keen historical sense and records of the
chief political events were kept since the beginning in the Ahom
language. With the acceptance of Hinduism by the Ahoms the
buranjis or chronicles came to be written in Assamese also.
These chronicles, kept by families of priests and nobles, were
periodically brought up to date. The Assamese historical
writings, as they have to-day come to light, do not however, date
earlier than the latter half of the seventeenth century. The
buranjis generally support each other in their detail and are also
corroborated by the writings of the Muhammedan chronicles and
by epigraphic and numismatic records.

The Purani Assam Buranji or Old Buranji (The Ancient
Chronicle of Assam) is an account of Ahom rule from the
beginning to 1696 or the end of Gadaharasimha’s reign. It
particularly furnishes a mass of detail regarding the reigns of
Suhummung Dihingiya Raja, Pratapasimha Budha Raja and
Cakradhvajasmiha and is characterized by a lively flow of the
narrative style.

The Assam Buranji furnishes an account of the Ahoms from the
earliest times to the end of Gadadhara’s reign in 1696. It adds in
a small paragraph the names of the Barphukans or Ahom
viceroys at Gauhati of the immediately succeeding reign of
Rudrasimha.
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defensive alliance was followed by armed imperialism of the
Mughals in the north east frontier. Kooch Bihar was
subsequently made an appange to the Mughal empire first and
subjugated next, Kamrup conquered and annexed to the empire.
Long before the acceptance of the Mughals in the north east
frontier region, the Mongoloid states of the frontier had to face
aggressions of the Turko-Afghan Sultans of Bengal from time to
time. In fact, the north eastern frontier policy was initiated by the
Sultans of Bengal and it was only pursued with more zeal and
determination by the Mughal imperialists. The Mughals were
more interested in the territorial expansion than in raids and
plunders. They appeared in the north east frontier as conquerors.
The name of lkhtivaruddin Yuzbek ( 1251 - 1256 A.D.) and
Allauddin Hussain Shah 1493- 1518 A.D.) may be mentioned in
this regard.

Ikhtiyaruddin Yuzbek, a strong and ambitious ruler of Bengal
made for first attempt to conquer Kamrup. In 1256 A.D. he
crossed the river Karotoya at the head of a large army and
entered Kamrup almost unopposed. The ruler of Kamrup took
refuge in neighbouring hills. The Kingdom was so rich and
flourishing that the Sultan thought of annexing it to the Kingdom
of Lakhnawati. Accordingly he built a mosque and issued coins
in his name.

The next attempt to conquer the frontier tract was made by one
of the greatest Sultans of Bengal, Alauddin Hussain Shah in
1498 A.D. The Bengal Sultan launched a vigorous campaign and
seized the capital of the Khen King of Kamrup through
treachery. A large number of Afghans were left in Kamrup who
dispossessed the Hindu land lords and turned Kamrup into a
province of Bengal. But the conqueror was not contended with
merely conquering Kamrup. He followed his success by
marching upon the neighbouring Kingdom of the Ahoms and
reached as far as the Barnadi. Unable to withstand the Muslim
aggression, the Ahom King withdrew of the hills. The
occupation of the Ahom Kingdom, however proved untenable,
because with the advent of the monsoons, the Ahom came out
from the hills and fell upon the Muslim forces with great
ferocity. The Muslim forces failing to withstand the attack had to
bid a speedy retreat.

After the overthrow of the Karrani dynasty in 1575 A.D., the
Mughals stepped into the shoes of the Afghan power and thus
came into contact with the Hindu Kingdoms, beyond the north-
eastern border of Bengal. The veil of separation that so long
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hostile towards the Koch royal house and this rivalry and
antagonism between these two frontier states invited
intervention and aggression of their two mighty neighbouring
powers- the Mughals on the west and the Ahom on the east.
From the statement of Minhaj Shiraj throughout the historical
source Tabagat-i-Nasiri’ it can be stated that Assam first came
into the contact of Muslims in 1206 A.D. when  Bakhtiyar
Khilji, who with an intention of attacking China entered
Kamrupa (Assam) in 1206 A.D. He crossed the river and went
through the hills and lofty mountains and arrived at an open
tract of land inhabited by Koch, Mech and other tribes.
Bakhtiyar’s expedition was failed, his armies were defeated.
This source also indicates that Bakhtiyar’s first intention was
not to cause bad relation with Prithu; rather he desired to make
a friendly relation with a hope of attacking military assistance
which was become necessary in connection with the invasion of
Tibet.
According to the statement of Minhaj Shiraj in Tabaqat-i-
Nasiri, Assam first came into the contact of Muslims in 1205-
6 A.D. when Muhammad son of Bakhtiyar enroute to Tibet
invaded Kamrupa ( Assam). Muhammad was a Turk of
the Khilji tribe who came into province as a military
leader under Qutb- ud-din, the Viceroy under Muhammad of
Ghor. In  Kamrupa there is an epigraphic record  of this
expedition. There is a rock inscription in North-Gauhati
which was, about this time, the capital of the kingdom and
this rock inscription reads as follows :
“Sake turaga jugmesa madhumasa trayodase.
Kamarupa samagatya Turuskah Khyayamayayuh.” >
“On the thirteenth of Choitra, in the year Saka 1127, the
Turks coming into Kamrupa were destroyed”
The history of Mughal North East frontier policy is stated the
story of Mughal’s relations with the three Mongolid Kingdom of
Kooch Bihar, Kamrup and Assam during a period of more than a
century. These three kingdoms were closely situated beyond the
frontier of Mughal Bengal and the contact between the Mughals
and the first Mongoloid kingdom of Kooch Bihar during the
reign of Akbar brought the former in contact with the other two
kingdoms being contiguous to each other. The history of Mughal
nort-east frontier policy opened after the establishment of a
defensive alliance between Akbar and the Kooch King
Naranarayan immediately just after the Mughals had obtained de
jure mastery over Bengal. Due to certain circumstances, the
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the other sources.” Thus the Persian scholar visited almost every
important city and region in the sub-continent and wrote down
about the geographical, environmental, social, cultural and
political conditions of the region and recorded their observations
in a letter or treatise.
According to the ancient history, Kamrupa is the oldest name of
Assam. Ancient Kamrupa, sometimes known as Pragjyotishpura
in the epics and puranas, comprised the whole of North Bengal
including Cooch- Behar and the Rangpur and Jalpaiguri districts
of Bengal. When Hiuen Tsang visited the Kingdom of Kamrupa,
its Western boundary was the river Karotoya in North Bengal.
According to Kalika Purana ( Circa 10" Century) and Yogini
Tantra ( Circa 16" Century) the Western and Eastern boundary
of Kamrupa were marked by the river Karatoya ( in north
Bengal) and Dikkaravasini ( in eastern Assam) respectively.’
The Buddhist Caryas, Hara-Gauri Samadh and the Muslim
sources like Tabaqgat-i-Nasiri and Riyaz-us Salatin mention the
name of the Kingdom as Kamru or Kamrud while Minhajuddin
mentioned it as Kamrupa. In the coins of Sultan Sikendar the
name of ancient Assam was inscribed as Kamru-Urf-Choulistan,
but it is known as Kamru and Kamata as appears from coin of
Hussain Shah. Other reliable sources like Ain-i-Akbari of Abul
Fazl and Baharistan -I-Ghaybi of Mirza Nathan mention it as
Koch Kumara. While in Badshanamh and Shahjahannama, the
ancient Assam is known as Kooch Bihar and Koch Hajo.
During 1202 A.D. Muhammad-in-Bakhtiyar Khilji, also known
as Ikhtiaruddin, another general of Muhammad Ghuri conquered
Bihar and Bengal. Thus within abdications of the side battle of
Tarain, the Muhammedans conquered almost the whole parts of
Northern and Eastern India and advanced very near the kingdom
of Kamrup.*
Similarly Assam was invaded by Muslim conquerers several
times from 1206 A.D.to 1682 A.D. and during this period
many soldiers including the Turks, Pathans and Mughals ,
under normal circumstances or being captured, settled here
and after matrimonial relations with the local, they constituted
Muslim population in Assam.
The Kamrup state was an offshoot of the parent Kuch state
created by Raja Raghudev in the life time of the Kuch King
Naranaryan. It was with a view to satisfying the territorial
ambition of his own nephew that Raja Naranarayan allowed a
partition of his kingdom. But unfortunately, in spite of being
pacified, Raghudev and his successors remained all along
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known as Kamrupa and it had its capital at Pragjyotishpur
(present Guwahati). Ancient Kamrupa included many parts of
the present North Bengal and Bangladesh. It included roughly
the Brahmaputra Valley, Bhutan, Rangpur, Mimensing, Sylhet
and Cooch Behar of West Bengal. By 1842 the whole of the
valley went under British rule and it was administered as an
outlying district of Bengal, in 1874 a separate province of Assam
under a Chief Commissioner was created with Shillong as the
capital. In 1905 under the orders of the Governor General and
Viceroy, Lord Curzon, Assam was amalgamated with the
Eastern Bengal and Dacca, became the capital. After
independence of India in 1947, Assam becomes a North Eastern
States of the Indian Union.

Historical writings have for centuries constituted an important
and major part of Arab-Muslim scholarship. To be sure, modern
Arab historiography, like many other disciplines in the Arab
world, has emerged from a state of stagnation and developed into
an important subject that has been number of writers. Whether or
not the great majority of these writers can be called professional
historians remains a moot point.'

It should be said that the modern Arab historian resembles his
counterpart of medieval times in method and outlook. For one
thing, he has a wide range of interest and is rarely dedicated to
the pursuit of historical research alone. More often than not, he is
a journalist, reformer, educator, politician, poet and so forth. As
a rule, he is an amateur, and a popular historian who s
concerned with the past not for its own sake, but as a means of
solace to the present and of hope for the future.

During the medieval period when the Turko-Afghans established
their supremacy in the political arena the Muslim scholars took
upon themselves the task of writing detailed and reliable
chronicles of contemporary events. This was the unique cultural
gift of the Muslims. As a result we have a farge number of
history or historical accounts. Significantly many of them were
devoted to Assam. These works are more remarkable in writing
the history of Assam during medieval times.

The Persian scholars are known for their transcultural interests,
deep observation and secular outlook. Wherever they went they
always tried to make an in depth study of the life and culture of
the local people. Possessed with a true spirit of the inquisitive
researcher, the Persian scholars visited far off counties and often
contemporary and on the spot, about such aspects of the life and
culture of the people about whom no information is found from
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Afghan and Persian language (the official medium of
the mughal administration), literature and cultue to
have the impact in Assam. The processes through
which the impact of Persian influence was possible
were several. For example, firstly, there was direct
mingling of the soldiers of the invading Muslim
army and the local people . Secondly, there came,
among the invading army, artisans,

blacksmiths, artists, masons, tailors, horsemen,
scribes, etc., many of whom settled here, married
locally and merged with the local people and their
culture. Thirdly, there came into Assam Muslim
preachers, ascetics and Sufi saints who not only
preached Islam but also made Islamic culture and
traditions popular among the local Muslims both old
ones and the recently converted ones. Fourthly, both
Koch and Ahom kings sponsored the settlement of
some Muslim families from the west, well-versed in
such professions as ranslation of communications in
Persian to Ahom kings, engraving of letters on
copper and iron plates, working on silver and gold
filigree, weaving  special silk cloth, masonry,
carpentry, tailoring, etc. Fifthly, from the tme of
Swargadeo Rudra Singha (1695 A.D onward) a few
Muslim traders also came to settle in the commercial
centers of Assam who fraded in cloth, dress,
ornament, footwear, head-gear, utensils, etc.
Lastly,the Mughal administrative system, especially
land settlement and revenue system not only reached
undivided Goalpara district, but some of its revenue
laws were also adopted in other parts of Assam. This
is because the British administration, in its early
period of rule, retained the Mughal land revenue and
some legal codes. Therefore this paper has made a
humble attempt to know about the medieval history
of Assam based on Persian sources.

Key words: Persian Literature in Sub-continent,
Medieval Persian Literature in Assam, Medieval
History Persian Sources

The state of Assam is located in the North East corner of the
Indian Union between the Latitude 28° 18 and 24° N and the
Longitude 89° 46’ and 97° 4 E. Assam is bounded by hilly
offshoots of Himalayan ranges and the mighty Brahmaputra river
flows through it from east to west to meet the Bay of Bengal.
Before the coming of the Ahoms (1228 A.D.) the country was
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The Muslims i.e. the Turko-Afghans and the Mughals
ruled over India from 1203 A.D. to about 1765 A.D.
(when Dewani was transferred by the mughal
emperor Shah Alom 11 to the East India Company ).
During these long 562 years Muslims had their
control consolidated over Bengal and invaded
Kamrup/Assam as mentioned above as many as 17
times , sometimes directly from Delhi and often
from their regional capitals at Gaur and Dhaka in
Bengal. In fact, from abut 1597 A.D.(during the time
of Koch king, Lakshminarayan) the western part of
Assam, especially undivided Goalpara district was oft
and on remained under the Mughals.

It is thus clear that historically there was ample scope
over a long period of time for the influence of Turko-
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RiimnT was a pantheistic (Wujidr) sifi*2. His Mathnaw is
an exposition of ‘experimental mysticism’ and not a treatise of
‘doctrinal mysticism’. In his poetry he has taught the love of God
and veneration of the Holy Prophet (upon whom be peace and
greeting). He has preached peace and tolerance. Erich Fromm
has mentioned Rilmi as one of the greatest Muslim humanists
and mystics. According to him, Riimi expressed the ideas of
religious tolerance that are found in Erasmus and Nicholas de
Cusa, and the idea of love as the fundamental creative force as
expressed by Ficino.”

He had friendly relation with the Christians and Jews of
Konya®. That is why, he was respected by the followers of other
religions. It is very gratifying to note that at the death of Jalal
his mourners were of all creeds. A Christian was asked why he
wept over a Muslim grave, and he replied: “we esteem him as
the Moses, the David, the Jesus of our time; and we are his
disciples, his adherents™. Actually he was respected by men of
all creed and colour. Riimi talks about universal love in the
following couplet:

Cahid cude punle I glidle s Lt a3 Biie il

The religion of love is apart from all religions,

For lovers, the (only) religion and creed is God.*

It can be concluded that Maiilana Jalal al-Din RiimT was not
only a Muslim philosopher and poet but also a great suff who is
regarded as the founder of a mystic order.
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6. FOUNDER OF NEW sUFIL ORDER-
MAULAWIYAH:

Maiilana Jalal al-Din Riimi founded a new siifi order
“Maulawiyah” which takes its name from its founder’s epithet
known as Maiilana (our master). Ibn Batiita refers to it as the
Jalaliyah (after Jalal al-Din)*. Spencer J. Trimingham considers
it a localized order because its influence is restricted to Asia
Minor and the Ottoman European provinces®. According to his
biographers, RiimT has authorized music and religious dance.
This siifi order in known to Europe as the “Whirling Dervishes”
in recognition of its distinctive meditation ritual’’. His
biographers mention an assembly room (Jamd ‘at Khana)
attached to Riimi ’s madrasah where learned conversations and
musical concerts were held®.

The two most distinctive features of the Maiilawiyah are their
process of initiation through a lengthy orientation rather than
typical of other Suff orders, and the importance they give to
samd © as a form of meditation. The Sama ‘of the Matilawiyah is
carried out in a wood-floored circular room called a Samg
Khanah. The room is normally surrounded by galleries for guests
and a separate one for musicians®.

7. HIS MYSTIC THOUGHTS:

Rimi ’s mystic thoughts can be read in his poetic works ‘The
Mathnawt’ and ‘Diwan-i-Shams-i-Tabtiz’ and his prose treatise
Fthi ma fihi. These books have been rendered into various
eastern and western languages and are read throughout the
world. About The Mathnawt, RimT himself claims:

T os) ol 58 S o gte R (gl gu il S A

Every shop stocks some special merchandise,
At Mathanaw1’s shop is offered the “Faqr”

He further says about Mathnawf that it contains the message of
monotheism (7aithid) and refutation of Polytheism (Shirk).

VY Gl Cy ol i as s aaly e Coal Cda g (NS Lo (g g5

Our Mathnawf is the shop of “Oneness”
Whatever you see beside the “one” is an idol.
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left Konya, and in the pangs of separation, Maiilana suddenly
turned into a. poet who sang of his love and longing while
whirling around to the sound of music. When news reached
Konya that Shams al-Din had been seen in Damascus, Maiilana’s
elder son, Sultan Walad, traveled there and Sultan Walad says in
his poetical account of his father’s life. “They fell at each other’s
feet, and no one knew who was the lover and who the beloved.”
This time, Shams stayed in Maiildna’s home, married to one of
the young woman there, and the intense spiritual conversation
between the two mystics continued. Again jealously built up, and
Shams disappeared in December 1248. It seems certain that he
was assassinated with the connivance of Maiilana’s younger son.
RiimT knew what expressed the certitude that “the sun cannot
die”. But eventually he “found him in himself, as radiant as
moon” as Sultan Walad says, and most of his lyrical poetry came
to be written in the name of Shams al-Din”,

5. THREE PHASES OF RUMI ’S LIFE:

Riimi ’s life appears clearly to divide itself into three distinct
periods. The first begins with his birth in 1207 and lasts till the
death of his teacher, Burhan al-Din Muhaqqiq, in 1240. This is
referred to as the period of preparation, for these years of RimT’s
life were devoted primarily to the pursuit of knowledge. The first
phase of his life could be said to cover the period between 1207
to 1244 (i.e. till his meting with Shams-i-Tabriz in Konya).

The second phase begins with the appearance of Shams and lasts
with all its immediate results till the death of RumT’s disciple,
Salah al-Din Zarkob, in 1261. The Period between 1245 and
1261 could be appropriately called the period of lyrical activity,
for most of his time during these fifteen years of RiimT ’s life
was devoted to music, dancing and lyrical poetry. The second
period was dominated by love as the first was dominated by
intellect.

The third and final phase begins in 1261 when the monumental
work of writing the Mathnawt is taken in hand; this was indeed
the period of RiimT ’s immortal contribution and lasts till his
death in 1273.



8

The earthly frame he flung to the earth,

Soul and intellect he bore to heaven'.

RiimT had an opportunity to meet the aging siff Farid al-Din
‘Attar (d. 617/1220) in Nishapiir, where the pre-eminence of
Riimt was foretold to his father. The celebrated siifi presented
young Jalal al-Din Riim1 with his Asrar Ndma and informed his
father that the child would some day become famous throughout
the world". It is evident from the writings of Riim{ that he had
borrowed a lot from Sanad’T and ‘Attar. He had also met Sa’di but
not impressed significantly as Afzal Iqbal has pointed out: “Sa’di
with his practical morality, his heart-felt piety, hearted
mysticism, could never have appealed to a sensitive God-
intoxicated nature like Jalal’s'®”. Maiilana Jalal al-Din met many
contemporary sifis and scholars. When he was a student at
Damascus, he called upon Shaykh Moht al-Din Akbar. He had
the opportunity to see Shaykh Sa‘d al-Din Hamawi, Shaykh
‘Uthman Riimi, Shaykh Auhad al-Din Kirmant and Shaykh sadr
al-Din Qonawi'’. Shah Bii ‘Ali Qadandar of Panipat (India)
remained with Matilana Riimi for long time'®. Shaykh Shihab al-
Din Suharwardi, the spiritual guide of Sa‘di and Shaykh Baha’
al-Din Zakariya, was also his contemporary and he had the
honour to meet this great saint an well'> ‘Allamah Qutb al-Din
Shirazi went to Maiilana along with ten or twelve religious
scholars for discussion on religious issues.?

3. RUMI ’S SPIRITUAL TRAINING:

A disciple of Riimi ’s father, Burhan al-Din, Muhaqqiq, reached
Konya in the early 1230s and introduced Jalal al-Din into the
mystical life and to the ideas of his father, whose Ma‘arif, a
collection of sermons and a spiritual diary, were later to form an
important a source of inspiration for Riimi >'. Burhan al-Din was
also a tutor of his son.

4. HIS MEETING WITH SHAMS:

In October 1244, a wandering dervish, known to posterity by the
name of Shams al-Din of Tabriz arrived at Konya. It has been
reported that the two mystics spent days and weeks together
without eating, drinking, or experience any bodily needs. The
discussions of RiimT and Shams, who must have been about the
same age, led Jalal al-Din into depths of mystical love but also
caused anger and jealousy among his students and family. Shams
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through whom the Nagshbandis connect themselves to the Holy
Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him).
Muhammad Tbn al-Husayn Baha’al-Din, Rami’s father, better
known as Baha Walad was himself a noted theologian and
mystic. Riimi’s father was trained in mysticism by his
grandfather Husayn Jalal al-Din known as Imam al-Sarakhst
whose spiritual guide was Ahmad Muhammad son of
Muhammad al-Ghazali. The Spiritual Pedigree of Jalal al-Din is
connected with the fourth Caliph of Islam ‘AlT bin Abi Tallb
(God be pleased with him) through Imam Hasan of Basra'>
Trimingham says that RiimT’s Sifi tnammg beoan under hls
father who was regarded as a sifi master'>. So it can be
concluded that RiimT belonged to a family of s_;uF is.

2, INFLUENCE OF PREDECESSOR AND
CONTEMPORARY sUFIS:

Riirai was influenced by his predecessor mystics as well as
contemporary saints. His interest in Sana’T was aroused by his
teacher Burhan al-Din Muhaqqiq. He has paid a tribute to this
great personality. He has composed beautiful verses in Persian in
praise of Khawaja Sana’T like the following:
3 yas (gl and 9d aeS ik
3 s (S A i gh i S e
A1 el M S ) s olS
3 posb La yor iy 2S gh 3928 Il
Sl g e nS ol 3 g8 AL
ANU&MJ/&SJ‘A‘WM‘J
OMSUA (3 3 s @8
ayed ga g9 1 Ol 9 S
356 L (g (SU alls
33l gass (5 g A5 5 Ol

Quoteth some one, ‘Master Sana’T is dead’

The death of such a master is not little thing.

He was not chaff which flew on the wind,

He was not water which froze in winter,

He was not a comb which has broken with a hair,
He was not a seed which the earth crushed,

He was a treasure of gold in this dust-pit,

For he valued the two worlds at a barley-corn,




Maillana Muhammad Jalal al-Din Riimi (1207-1273) is
one of the most famous Sifi poets who has left
everlasting impression not only on mystics but also on
intelligentia of the Islamic World. Allima Muhammad
Igbal (1877-1938) accepts Rimi as his spiritual guide
(murshid). He says:

Vosal 1) (Fsa g Bdie Ol S e ig ) 05 ya ey

(Rimi, the spiritual guide, with an enlightened heart, is the
leader of the caravan of love and spiritual intoxication).

Professor R.A. Nicholson calls him the greatest mystical
poet’ whereas Professor E. G. Browne describes Riimi as
“without doubt the most eminent SGfi poet whom Persia has
produced, while his mystical Mathnawi deserves to rank
amongst the great poems of all time” C. E. Wilson, a translator
of The Masnavi considers him. “The most famous of all the siifi
poets’. F. Hadland Davis calls him the wisest of the Persian
Siifis>. About his influence Anne marie Schimmel observes: “No
Suft poet has exerted a vaster influence on Muslim East and
Christian West than Jalal al-Din called Maiilana”®. Franklin D.
Lewis has rightly acknowledged RiimP’s popularity among the
Muslim World: “Riim1 ’s impact on Siifism and Islam in Iran and
countries where Persian was formerly spoken, read and written is
impossible to measure and difficult to overstake’. A. J. Arberry
has pointed out, “every Siiff after him capable of reading Persian
has acknowledged his unchallenged leadership®”. Similarly,
many other orientalists and Muslim scholars have praised
Madlana RiimT due to his beautiful poetry and his high status in
Islamic mysticism. Reynold A. Nicholson says that every siff
after him capable of reading Persian has acknowledged his
unchallenged leadership’. Riimi’s status as a Sifi can be
understood from the following points:

1. HIS ANCESTORS WERE sUFIS:

Maillana Riimi has the privilege to be a descendant of Abii Bakr
siddiq'® (God be pleased with him), the first Caliph of Islam
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