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Subrahmanyam), Oxford University Press, Dehli, 1998.

¥ A European Experience of the Mughal Orient (with Seema
Alvi), Oxford University Press, Dehli , 2001,
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" For the figure of the western travdkr is

nowhere ketter represented than the thirteenth- century
Venetion, Morco Polo (1254-1324) who in himself
constitutes something of an industry.... Even in the late
twentieth Century, every few years seemed to produce yet
an other mono-graph on this visitor to the court of Qublai
Khan in China ..... The closest " Oriental" counterpart that
has been found to Polo is in fact a Personage from the far
west of the Islamic world, namely the fourteenth - Century
alim and traveler from the Maghreb, Ibn Battuta (1304-77)
Whose travels between the 1320s and the 1340s quite
closely parallel those of, the illustrious Venetian. Both
begin in the western Mediterranean, both contain
important selections on India (though |bn Battuta's is for
more significant in its details of the interior of the
Hindostan under the Sultans), and both eventually attain
the Far East." (Alam - Sanjay, 200: P-5)
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=" Thus, on 22 Rabi-ll, Sayyed Muhammad at last reached
Gwaliyar, was lodged in Maulana Ala ud Din's house, and
a particular ritual (Kanduri fatiha) was performed to
celebrate his arrival. The next day, Maulana Ala ud din
presented the Sufi Shaikh a list with his own name, those
of his sons, and other members of his household, and
announced that thay were all henceforth his salves.All the
salve-girls and boys in the house- hold, as well as the
horses, cows and oxen, all the provisions; and all he had in
cash and kind (including books) were entirely offered to
him. The Shaikh took some cash, some provisiors and
some books, and then blessed the Maulana and embraed
him."(Alam - Sanjay, 2007:P-51)
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"The Sending of Abdul Razzaq to India isundoughtedly
linked to Mirza Shahrukh's own desires to create a larger web of

Semi-formal and Suzerain relations, going beyond the domains of
khorasan, Sistam and Mazandram..." (Alam - Sanjay, 2007:P-55).
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“Later, having traversed the Ghats, he arrives al Belur,
where again he is much impressed by the " idol house" ...
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¥¢ A Record of western Region, by Monk Henan.
Y Diary of My coming to the South, by Li Ao (772-836).
Y¥¢ Wang Shizhen's Account (1526-90).
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so tall that it can be seen from several leagues away,
adding that " no description of that building could doit
justice”. The building, and in particular an interior plat form
with", a conical dome of dark blue stone with various
designs carved, " inspire the following verse
What can | say of the dome
delicate as a copy of paradise brought to worl®
The Curve of its high arch like a new moon
so tall it rubbed up against the celestial sphere
(Alam - Sanjay, 2007:P-68)
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"How could an Ottoman admiral find himself in the
Mughal domains in the mid 155G, even against his own
will. The answer does not in fact lie in the contacts that the
first Mughal emperor Babur had with the Ottoman world.

Rather, events transpired as a result of the networks of the
Indian Ocean world into which the Portuguese had irrupted
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in the late 1940s creating a state (in estado damdia)based
in equal measure on trade 149 s, and plunder. By 1508,
the Mumluk sultanate of Egypt had been persuaded to
send a maritime expendition to counter this new threat,
and even if this expendition was not successful, it served
as a precedent for the Ottomans once they entered the
Red sea in 1516-17'. (Alam - Sanjay, 2007:P-95)
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" The two text that we have examined in this chapter thus
bring out one particularly salient aspect of the inter imperial
system that had emerged. in the latter half of the sixteenth
century, involving the Ottomans, Safavids, Maughals and
Shaibanids. Here was a system in which the four parties to
a very large extent saw themselves as representing rather
similar levels of sovereignty, and where a Persianate (or

earlier , Perso -Turkish) code provided the basis for
communication and diplomatic dealings. In this world, it
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was possible for a traveller - whether Seydi Ali or Mutribi-
to arrive in a strange setting immediately find his bearings,
and function with a great deal of ease."(Alam - Sanjay,
2007:P-129)
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" This period of Ottoman domihancem the world of
eastern Islam was also one when the three other powers,
to which we have referred above, struggled to establish
somewhat stable boundaries as well as hierarchy and

Paching order between them."
(Alam - Sanjay, 2007:P-130).
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" It may legitimately be argued that , in so defining the "
religion of the Hindus" , Mahmud Balkhi is partly defining
the unfamiliar in terms of the familiar. In other words, the
elements that the seizes upon are those which a Muslim
reader in Central Asia world find most accessible. The
primarily textual strategies of defining a religion in terms of
its " Sacred texts" , orin terms of a set of theological
abstractions, are not the ones that be uses.... (Alam -
Sanjay, 2007:159)."
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" A strong national line is thus established from the outset
between the Muslim and others, and a note of Iranian
patriotism is struck from the very opening, when the

Kingdom of Iran (Mumalik-i- Iran) is said to mirror of
paradise itself. (Alam - Sanjay, 2007:P-16)".
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" However , Suphan Bari already offered some
distinct comfort to the embassy, notably in the form of "
several members of the lranian community (Chand nafar
az Jamaiat-e- Iran) who come out to greet them Lodgings
had also been prepared for them in the Iranian style, with
rugs and cushions, and this added to the Sense of
familiarity. The Thai ruler Narai, sent condolences forthe
death of the ambassador Muhammad Hussain Beg.
However, the author of the Safina andother member of
the embassy remained troubled inspirit (Alam - Sanjay,
'2007:pp. 164-65).
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" in Lopburi, we learn that the place was dominated by the
worship of a false deity (ma'budi- nahaqq), who resided in
a certain temple (but-Khana) and Muhammad Rabi now
pours scorn on the every aspect of the material life of the
Siamese that he encounters. The people are practically
naked, usually wearing only a small cloth which veils their

private parts”. Further, he states with a sneer," despite the

fact that stumble through the rocky valley of idolatry

(wadi-i- na amani-i- bininan), they wear no shoes on their

unsure feet" (Alam - Sanjay, 2007:PP. 165-66).
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" At this time, a divine voice spoke a Qasida into his
ear on the subject of Najaf, which Mufid reproduces at
some length. Najaf is an ocean of munificence, he writes,

a mine of sincerity and grace, comparable only to the
Garden of Paradise (Alam - Sanjay, 2007:P-193)".
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| entered Shahjahanabad, and sawold Dehli:
(Kuhna Dehli)full to People of Hindu descent (hindu
mazhaban) and of dark nature. | found that in that
misguided graup, there was neither a grain of the Capital

of wisdom nor of manner ofvirture"(Alam - Sanjay, 2007:
pp. 199-200).
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"His view is thus explicitly co unterposed to what he
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imagines to be dominant trend in Safavid fran, where
every scribe, litterature, and poet though of thelndia of the
Mughals as a place where the streets were paved with
gold. Stripped of some of its literary trappings, what Mufid
suggests is that one cannot make much progress in
Mughal India without an adequate network of connections
and partonage. This is because, in contrast to the situation
in, say, the mid sixteenth century, Mughal India is now too
"full,, not only lranian but of other groups who are all vying
for the same positions and privilage$
(Alam - Sanjay:2007,P- 217).
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“India appears for more densely populated tdBihishti than
his own land, the people in this land are countless, he
writes, and many more than ants and locusts in number.

Amongst them, a large number are foreignes from Rum
and Turan, and here the poet expresses his reticence. For
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few of them however, are decent and polite, they many
have wealth and afflence, but are without any grace
(sairab ze bahr, lek be ab). Thus, the patriotism of the
“Safavid subject does come through, since Bihishti
eventually asserts that, among the outsiders, the only
well-behaved ones are thelraqis (Iranian,) their
descendants, or the people who related to them" (Alam -
Sanjay, 2007:P- 225).
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"In brief, from the time of my arrival in shaljahanabad to
now, which is the and Of 115(H), over three years have
passed. All the time, | have been thinking of moving out so
that | might delivered form the country, but because of
sereval obstacle, | have not been able todo so (Thus) on
the unevenroad of life, | have passed fifty three stages
with patience and perseverance, and my physical fame is
now broken because ofthe invostion of much grief and
illness. The strength of my soul is crushed, and | have
dropped my head so low that i have fien in my own eyes.
I am so helpless that | am waiting for the last call to
come,
O God! if you punish me,
I am one of your salaves
If you grand me parden,

you are indulgent and merciful"
(Alam - Sanjay,2007:P-239)
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"The account of Hazin is an important markar of the
fact that some two and a half centuries into Mughal rule in
northern hdia, many Irannian travellers and intellectuals
still could not look to those Lands....... This gaze thenis a
remarkable featire of a close encounter,, where in
proximity did not resolve the tension that makes the
second half of Hazirls accout in only a marginally less
significant way than it makes the slightly earlier acount of
Thailand by Muhammad Rabi"
(Alam - Sanjay, 2007, PP:239-40).
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"A few further remarks may also be helpfull here on how
such views as those of Mufid came to be located in the
longer term vision of India that was inscribed in lranian
xenology. The tension between Iranian visitors to india and
the environment in which they found themselves is, as is
well known, a major theme of the eighteenth century.
Virulent debalis broke out in the middie years of that
century, of which one. particularly celebrated example
centres arround the figure of Shaikh Muhammad Ali Hazin
Lahiji (1692-1766), whose dismissive point of view on
Indian poets and poetry was hotly, and famously,
Contested by Siraj-ud-din Ali Khan Arzu."
(Alam - Sanjay, 2007:.229).
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" ...that Bihbahanis text represented India as an
imperfect imitation of Iran in which all three groups that he
came into contact with- Hindus, Sunni Muslims, and even
his Shi'i brethren in Awadh and Hyderabad- were all
incapable of passing the rigorous tests to which he
subjected them. His understanding of the Hindus, in
particular, was most peculiar, since he saw them as
originally monotheists, with links to Abrahamic traditions,
who had over the course of time lost their way and
become obsessed instead with worshipping stone idols
and giving precious gems to temples..... Aga Ahmad was
convinced that no Indian, or indeed no outsider long
settled in India, possessed any true knowledge of Islam,
declaring that " from the province of Deccan to that of
Awadh which | have personally seen, | saw no Muslim
Scholar in their society... More astonishing perhaps is the
fact that even the Shilis is of Lakhnow do not find approval
in Aqa Ahmad's eyes." (Alam - Sanjay, 2007:PP-240-41).
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" Qur author notes that Nadir Shah, though-lacking in
humanity was politically rather astute. Thus, while in the
mountains of Afghanistan, famans (royal orders) were
sent to all the official (hukkam wa Ummal) of fran,
decreeing that taxes (Kharaj) should not be levied there for
three years. In addition, he sent out an ambassador to the
Ottoman emperor with fifteen elephants, somedJdewellery,

matchless Kashmiri shawls, and other products of
Hindustan (Alam - Sanjay, 2007:P.263)".
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" However, until the end of the month of Muharram, they
remained in the vicinity of the inlet of the port of Daman.
Here the Portuguese -appointed revenve farmers
(ijaradaran) of Daman demanded the " Diu toll"
(ushur-i-Diy) (Alam - Sanjay, 2007:P.306). ,
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" However, the surviving correspondence makes clear that
even their some what diminishedstate, the Mughal
Emperors of this time nevertheless insisted on the dignity

of their titles, while at the some time stressing- as indeed
did the Ottomans (Alam - Sanjay, 2007:P.313).
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" A recent analysis by Daniel Roche suggests the
following picture, based on the materials in Boucher de La
Richarderie's bibliotheque universelle des voyagesthe six
volumes of which were published in Paris between 1806
and 1808. Of a total of 5,562 European works on travel

between 1500 and 1800 that have been counted (Alam -
Sanjay, 2007: P.358)
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this great modern-day Persian poet, some traces of ancient Iran in his
poetry have been discussed.

Key words;Modern Persian Poetry, Ahmad Shamlou, Ancient Iran,
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Constant Cultural Relations Between Iran
and Sub-Continent

Dr. Haj Seyed Javadi

There had been centuries old cultural relations between Iran and the
sub-continent. The inflow of Iranian Sufis, scholars and poets along with
artisans, craftsmen and fraders etc remained constant in the sub-
continent. The interaction between them that extended to even inter-
marriages caused reception of Persian Language in the sub-continent that
is the strongest constituent of a culture. The Sufis also played a
significant role in the promotion of Persian in the sub-continent who
expressed religious views in their Persian writings as well as translated
many books from Persian into the local languages of the sub-continent.
The role of the rulers in this connection cannot be ignored who attracted
Iranian scholars, literatures, artists and other skilled people with their
generous patronage and thus Persian remained the official language of
the sub-continent for centuries. On the other hand Indian books like
Panch Tantra, Rarnayana and up anashids were also translated into
Persian. However the contribution of Iranian culture is larger than that of
Indian. These cultural relations went on strengthening until 1857AD.
Although since then the relations are declining yet the cultural exchange
is carried on and its enhancement in future is hoped.

Keywords: Cultural Relations, Iran, sub-continent

Traces of Ancient Iran in the Poetry
of Ahmad Shamlou

Dr. Muhammad Nasir

The contemporary Persian poetry has won many hearts in a very
short span of time. Even though this form of poetry is called modern but
to the revelation of many it has deep roots in history and ancient Iran.
The old stories, mythologies, long-standing beliefs, deep rooted ideas and
long forgotten tales actually form the theme of modern or contemporary
Persian poetry. The literary critics take Ahmad Shamlou as the corner
stone and tower of strength of the contemporary Nimdi style Persian
poetry, Ahmad Shamlou has shown great love, affection, pride and
passion for ancient Iran. In this article, besides the brief introduction of
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the Arabic world was in possession of the main works of Aristotle, Plato,
Ptolemy, Pythagoras, Eculid and Galen etc as well as Persian and Indian
scientific work. In only a few decades Arab Scholars assimilated what
had taken the Greeks and Persians centuries to dcvelop.

In Arts, belles-letters, literature etiquette, wisdom, polity and
history _ the Persians contributed and delivered a lot to develop and
modernize the Arabs and make them sophisticated and refined.

In this article the Persian influence and impact on the Arab
Society has been discussed and has been proved that the Persian and
played the main role in the intellectual, cultural and social development
of the Arabs.

An analysis of “ the Wast Land”

Dr. Naheed Shahid

The age of TS Eliot is remarkable for rapid social changes.
Complete breakdown of agrarian culture and increasing urbanization and
industrialization was resultéd in to collapse of old values and ideals and
moral and ethical values were no longer regarded as absolute. The
disintegration of faith and traditional beliefs led the people to uncertainty
and perplexity. The man had even lost the knowledge of good and evil.
In his poem “The Waste Land” he symbolized the same breakdown of
beliefs and values in the culture of the west. The approach of the poem is
optimistic although it was written under pessimistic shades. The
enlarged range and scope of his poetry is reflected in this poem. It is a
fragmented in effect and lacks cohesion written in the style of
compressed epic portraying the state of civilization out of which it grows,
This is done in a limited way, but still “The Waste Land” stands in the
epic tradition.

Keywords: The Wast land, TS. Eliot, Analysis.




SAFEENEH 39

It is worth saying that Farogh entirely changed the tradition of
classical poetry and she herself is the founder of many traditions of
contemporary poetry. o

Keywords: Modern Persian Poetry, Forough Farrakhzad, Feminine
sentiments and emotions analysis.

A Critical Study of “Indo-Persian
Travels in the age of Discoveries’

Dr. Muhammad Iqbal Shahid
Dr. Francesca Orsini

Dr. Muzaffar Alam and Dr. Sanjay Subrahmanyam are eminent
historitans and Secholars of Asia, U.K. and USA. Their Specialization is
in world history and culture, particularly the history of Mughals and
Indian-Islamic Culture. Both Scholars are also experts of Indian, Persian
and European Languages. Persian is an important language as well as a
tool to conduct research in Political and literary history of sub-continent,
“ Indo-Persian Travels in the Age of Discoveries 1400-1800” is an
encylopidiatic research in travel accounts and the history and culture of
Iran, South Asia and some parts of the west in which the Persian travel
accounts are being written. In this article, the above noted book has been
reviewed with the introduction of writers and Indo-Persian travel
accounts in detail.

Keywords: Indo-Persian Travels, Persian Cuiture, South Asian traveler.

Persian Influence and Impact
on the Areb Society

Dr. Abdul Shakoor Choudhary

The most momentous intellectual awakening in the Arab mind,
Culture , and though was due, in a large measure, to foreign influence,
and was marked by translations into Arabic from Persian, Sanskrit,
Syriac and Greek. Within a century afier the establishment of Bagdad,
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The writer concludes the articles with a note that Igbal had a
multidimensional personality and he had vast knowledge of literature, art
and culture.

Keywords: Allma Igbal Lahori, Persian Poetry, Poetic Style, Philosophy
and thoughts.

Akhund Muhammad Qasem Halai

Dr. Shala Saleem Noori

During 19" century AD, the Persian Language and literature lost its
historic value and traditional importance. Muhammad Qasim Halai was
one of the rare personalities of that age who had unmatched command on
Persian language. He produced poetic works in Persian, Arabic Hindi,
Urdu and Sindhi languages and could be declared “a poet of five
languages” but he, himself was proud of his Persian poetry. He lived
during the reign of Talpuran. He was not only a good poet but also an
excellent calligrapher and had number of students.

Keywords: Persian literature, Sindh, Regin of Telpuran, Akhund
Muhammad Qasim Halai

An Analysis of Feminine Sentiments and
Emotions in Forough Farrakhzad’s Poetry

Dr. Muhammad Sabir

Modern Persian Poetry introduced diversity of Ideas and thoughts in
Persian literature and poets like Foroagh-e-Farrokhzad gave the shades of
feminine sentiments for the first time n the history of Persian literature.
She was a gifted poetess and to the belief of many renowned literary
critics she entirely changed the fabric of Persian poetry. In this article
the writer has analyzed the feminine sentiments and emotions discussed
in the poetry of Forogh-e-Farrokhzad.
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Western influence in sub-continent. Furthermore, a scientific analysis of
the main components of sub-continents population have also been briefly
discussed.

Keywords: Sub-continent, culture, literature, history.

Manuscripts of Khojandi
Writers in Pakistan

Dr. Arif Naushahi

Cultural relations between Sub-continent and Central Asia exist
since long. Historically the exodus of Central Asian families to Sub-
-continet continued untill the Mughal period. In this article, resettlement
of Central Asian families in Sub-continent has been overviewed.
Particularly the migration of one educational family that came from
Khojand to India and setteled in Aimanabad, Punjab, during the reign of
Aourangzeb Alamgir has been discussed in detail.” A part from this,
manuscripts of some Khojandi writers kept in the libraries of Pakistan
have been pointed out.

Key words: Khojand, Abdul Jabbar Khojandi, Kamal Khojandi,
Alauddin  Ahmad Khojandi, Nizamuddin Mohammad
Khojandi, Manuscripts

Poetic Style of Allama Iqbal’s Persian Poetry

Dr. Abdul Karim Ali Jaradat

In this article the writer has tried to throw light on maturity and
conciseness of the Persian Poetry of Allama Igbal Lahori and many
beautiful examples from his Persian verses have also been quoted. The
Persian poetry, its main features and style is focused. To the belief of
writer, Iqbal’s verses are the Rainbow of Persian poetry. Furthermore, he
discusses the impact of Holy Quran, influence of nature, rhythm, fluency, -
thoughts, philosophy and some other salient features of Igbal’s poetic
works.
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An Analysis of Critics opinion about
Tazkera Majma — un - Nafais

Dr. Mahr Noor Muhammad Khan

Siraj-ud-Din Ali Khan Arzu (d-1755) was one of the most
intellectual figures of sub-continent. He was a great poet and literary
critic. Besides this he has interest in linguistics, culture, literature,
dictionary writing, poetic analysis and explanations, literary criticism and
Tazkera writing. He produced some ever lasting works in those multi
dimensional fields, but Majma-un-Nafais is truly considered his master
piece which actually stunned the literary circles of his age. In this article
the opinion of some renown literary critics about this giant work has been
produced and analyzed.

Keywords: Khan Arzu Literary, Criticism, Majma-un-Nafais, Critics
' opinion.

An analysis of History and Culture
of Sub - Contienent

Dr. Mohammad Mahdi Tavasoli -
Dr. Mahdi Fallah Mahneh
Dr. Aziz Allahpur

In this article Indian culture and civilization has been introduced,
analyzed and evaluated. Moreover the cultural influence of subcontinent
on other parts of the world, its salient elements, political geography and
specific contribution of some provinces and cities have also been brought

to light.

The writer of this article has focused the Indian Culture and
civilization during pre-islamic period (1000-600 BC), its period of
evolution in the fields of culture, literature, faith and religion, and then
the advent of Islam (647-1200 A.D) which itself resulted in diversity of
ideas and thoughts and produced great impact even of architectures
painting, miniature and literature. All these diverse changes developed
the Indian Civilization. The advent of Urdu Language and then its
literature and poetry and the architect of great Taj Mahal remind us the
glory of great Mughals. The writer has also pointed out the arrival of
Europeans, the establishment of East India company and every increasing
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Dr. Muhammad Nasir *
Post Doctoral Research Fellow
University of Oxford, UK

Hand Written Notes of
‘Takmala-at- Takmala

Dr. Ghasem Safi

The writer of this article met with Prof. Dr. Nabi Bakhsh Khan
Baloch, one of the most celebrated literary figures of Pakistan in 2004
and got familiar with his literary works and social contributions. He also
got the opportunity discuss about his latest literary works, and it was then
when he decided to explore and introduce the literary services and
cultural contributions of Dr. Baloch. In the meanwhile Mr. Nabi
informed him about a seminar to celebrate the services of Aagh Bazorg
Tehrani, and further suggested to introduce Dr. Baloch of that high
profile stage.The writer of this article reacted to this call and introduced
Dr. Baloch, as a great literary and cultural figure, in Iran.

Keywords: Hand written notes, Takmala At-Takmala, Nabi Bakhsh
Baloch

* drnasirpu@yahoo.com
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But Shamlou’s genius and brilliance can not be questioned.
Truly he is the father of Persian Blank Verse and master of this
specific style. To my recognition and belief he is undoubtedly the
most powerful and the best Persian poet of the 20" century.
(Zarghani, 2004: 326)

He focused mainly on political issues and freedom of
thought. He talks about sincerity, treachery, aspiration, soreness
and the splendor of nature and more over the agonizing frailty of
life and individual’s desolation. Poetry itself is something sacred
for Shamlou and he pays compliments to all classical greats. To
him and rightly so, poetry is the tribute to sentiments and homage
to emotions. (Mohammad Ali, 1998: 72) His social and lyrical poems
make him the most influential and dominant poet of this age.
(Mohammadi, 1994: 538) And the traces of ancient Iran give him a
unique place in contemporary Persian poetry.
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Conclusion:

- Ahmad Shamlou was influenced by both western modernist
theory and the enlightened makeover of traditional Persian poetry.
The Spanish poet, Federico Garcia Lorca, the black American
poet, Langston Hughes, and mainly Nima Youshij are among the
prominent figures that influenced him.

Development of language is one of the major consequences
of modern Persian poetry. Shamlou and Mahdi Akhawan Sa les
have shown more concern about the quality of literary language
than any other Persian poet of the 20™ century. Even though, these
two great literary giants have clear inclination towards slang
Persian. Most of their poems are based on street language and
entirely different from classical literary works. (Haghughi, 1999: 409-
410)

It was Ahmad Shamlou who introduced the Blank Verse (s
sep) in Persian. He is the true founder and father of Persian She 'r-
e-Sepid. Although many others e.g. Dr Mohammad Moghaddam,
Sheen Partou, Hushang Irani, Gholam Hossein Gharib, and
Manuchehr Shibani had shown interest in blank verse but it was
The Fresh Air (53us\) by Ahmad Shamlou which actually turned
the tables and its impact was greater than any other poetic
collection of that age. (Lengrudi, 2002: 387/2)

A lot has already been written with reference to Persian
Blank Verse but the debate is still going on. Some are of the view
that Blank Verse is not poetry in its nature. It is bare, plain and
void. Such verses actually beg for structure and lyricism. (Saheb
Akhtiari/ Bagher Zadeh, 2002: 93) But the credit still goes to Shamlou
who has given some credibility to such form of poetry. Although
Blank Verse could not get popularity among the masses and only
Shamlou produced some acceptable and enjoyable verses. (Yahaghi ..
1996: 112)

The final verdict about a literary work needs a true and
unbiased analysis and the initial and final stages must be explored
and evaluated. To the belief of many it is still too early to give a
Sinal judgment about the outcome of the modern Persian poetry,
especially about the so called blank verse initiated by Ahmad
Shamlou. (Bagiri/ Mohammadi Niku, 1993: 355)
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O Decorated eggs, sometimes one for each member of the
family - For fertility.

0O  Lit candles - Enlightenment and happiness.
[0 Rosewater, Believed to have magical cleansing powers.

00 The national colours, for a patriotic touch.

Shamlou also speaks about Sofreh-e-Haft Sin:

] MW
Sl B patcsen

U e

S50 il
s\ § ) 9 ot

(M po et Sz S s ouil 5)

Zohreh: (u3®)

Zohreh (sp;) or Nahid ( .»U) is name of a glistening ctar,
generally known as the Goddess of Music and Melody (&% +» 25055
1, 58] (A B UK &l i s 50,83l #0254 5) 25

Another story is related to Zohreh, according to which she
was a beauty out of this world, and even two angels named Harut
& Ma rut fell in love with her. She betrayed them and learnt
magical spells. Then she flew to the sky and turned into a star.

Shamlou says:
o SumSSesls
Sormalop)
(160 03051,8)
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Sofreh-e-Sonnat: (<iu ¢ iw)

Sofireh-e-Sonnat (s i) is actually Sofieh-e-Haft Sin (s i
oeecaing ) Which is to be spread at the occasion of the festival of
Nou- Ruz (3,5 ). The following seven things whose names begin
with the Persian alphabet () (S) are placed at the table cloth:

U

O oo oo oo™

Sabzeh (»;.): Wheat, barley or lentil sprouts growing in
a dish - symbolizing rebirth.

Serkeh (s ,.): Vinegar - symbolizing age and endurance.

Somaq ( 3\..): Sumac berries - symbolizing (the color
of) sunrise,

Samanu (). A sweet pudding made from wheat germ
- symbolizing affluence.

Senjed ( sxvw): The dried fruit of the oleaster tree -
symbolizing love.

Sib (cww): Apples - symbolizing beauty and health.
Sir (.): Garlic - symbolizing medicine.

Some other items on the Nou- Ruz table may include:
Aajeel (J-»1) - Dried nuts, Berries and Raisins.

Sekkeh («5..) - Coins - Representative of wealth.
Sonbol (J...) - Hyacinth (Plant).

Traditional Iranian pastries such as Baghlava ( 1,50),
Toot (w,5), naan-nokhodchi (_z3s5550).

A bowl of water with goldfish - Life within life, and the
sign of Pisces which the sun is leaving, As an essentia:
object of the Nou- Ruz table, this goldfish is also very
ancient and meaningful and with Zoroastrian
connection.

A holy book e.g., the Avesta, Qur'an or Bible.

A poetry book (almost always either the Shahnameh of
Ferdowsi or the Divan of Hafez).

A mirror - Symbolizing cleanness and honesty.
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He is portrayed as the most innocent martyr in Iranian
mythology. Shamlou illustrates:

8 )’0-1,—"7(3\50”

PSSOl A

AR 050 57
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Sl i szt

(FAyoqisl S ypd )

Shabgir: (sd)

Shabgir (,$:) or Shab-Aahang (Kwl.s) is an imaginary bird
that cries the whole night at the same volume. Traditionally it is
referred to a person who usurps the right of his sister after father’s
death. Some literary critics believe that fantasies and imaginations
inspire the masses and stimulate their energy and ideology.
(Purnamdarian, 1995: 245)

Shamlou evokes our memory and says:
B i b ol g LiaxBlay
35 g g0 it b sl
PASERS
"3 o iderm sleS g U 1
et sl e g a3
(Moo S blans )

Shukran: (¢'uss4)

Shukran is name of the poisonous grass which kills
whosoever eats that. ( S, o158 oUS08 ol (Gae oS5zl o1558)-
Shamlou has skillfully used the simile the Shukran of Love (15,4
&4e), to give an idea about the ache and anguish of true love.

T Lol piaiedBolors a8 gisdiep) S 5l
CdSpunl s>
(A sl 015)

It is also said that.Socrates drank the Shukran Water ( |,

ol $+4) and sacrificed his life for the sake of truth.
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(140 o3 48 sustasle)
Promateh: (e3as.)

Promateh (4.5 ,4) was one the ancient gods who as described
in mythologies came down to earth from heaven and started living
with the common people. He shared the secrets of gods with the
ordinary people and dragged himself in to hot waters. He was
heavily sentenced by the Almighty due to his wrong doings. Now,
as stated in mythology, he has been chained in the mountains of
Qafqaz. Vultures keep up eating his lever, and the lever keeps on
re-growing. ‘

Shamlou introduces himself like someone who has shared
the indescribable secrets with the common people and moreover
bears a resemblance to Promateh and paints his misery as under:

b3y S35 38,93 5
dpdiregdinl 38 sy sy Loy sl
A B 15450310l gans iy

sl iy iy BN
PRI PN
(FoFposbislsm)

Seyawush: (oisbw)

Seyawush ( ss\es) as stated in Shahnameh of Ferdowsi was
the son of Kaikaus ( ,.s55), the king of ancient Kiani (L)
dynasty. No traces are found about his mother and he was brought
up by Rostam (). Sudabeh (s ), the queen of Kaikaus and his
step mother, fell in love with him but Seyawush never fell in her
trap. Sudabeh accused him of misbehaving her and pointed finger
at his character. He was asked to walk over burning fire to prove
his innocence and he did so. Soon after that he was sent to fight
against Afiasayab but after negotiations he came in peace with
him and married with his daughter, named Farangis (,..5,3). Later
due to a conspiracy hatched by Garsiuz ( ;4e5), Afrasayaab’s
brother, Seyawush was killed. Rostam took the revenge of his
murder and ruined the state of Turdn.
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Haft Khaharan: (olalss cia)

Yet again the digit seven comes across our way. Shamlou
catches a glimpse of the seven shining stars on the sky and names
them Haft Khaharan (o »),5cin) or the Seven Sisters.

The sun is about to set and the seven sisters have put on
black mourning dress and now they are getting ready to cry.
Shamlou says: ‘

" obbensSig pea i, A
ot 048 i ST
Silis s aalir 3 0 Btz st
X g porsbol s Sy
(101 o)l 545)

Kaveh: (s4)

As stated in Shahnameh of Ferdowsi, Kaveh (.,) was an
ironsmith who revolted against the oppression and tyranny of
Zahhak (S'\~») and helped Faridun (y,,8) to get back his empire.
His flag was named Dorofsh-e-Kaviani ( s\, (is,). In Iranian
mythology, Kaveh is an outstanding symbol of courage, bravery
and heroism. Shamlou has also indicated to this daring and epic
myth.
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Khosrow Parviz: (S so=3)

Khosrow Parviz (d. 628 AD) (reigned 590-628 AD) was son
of Hormoz 4™, one of the most famous kings of Sassanid Empire
(224- 651 AD). His love story with Shirin, the princess of
Armenia, is world famous. This amazing romantic tale can never
be forgotten, as Shamlou says:
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Haft Ghofl-e-Jadu: (sl Ji cin)

As seen in Iranian mythologies, an evil magician used to
appear at the climax of almost every love story. More or less at all
times he had to create crisis and calamity for the truthful romantic
hero. In later part of the most of stories, the mighty hero had to
break the Seven Magic Locks (43\»).43cis) to pull off his ultimate
destiny, most probably the gorgeous and innocent princess.
Shamlou reminds us:
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Haft Kafsh-e- Aahanin ; (o5l (s cds)

In most of Iranian mythologies, the hero, in order to get his
beloved, goes on long journeys and always faces extremely
difficult circumstances and shreds seven shoes which are called
The Seven Iron Shoes (sl S cuis) or The Heavy Shoes ( b S
ol 5).

Shamlou wears the Seven Steel Shoes and arrives at the
valley of Ghaf. Here he reveals that the Bird of Ghaf (g ) was.
unreal and imaginary. He reads out the fake story and then returns
to his homeland.
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Here the poet reminds us of Mantig-ul-Tair( L) k) the
most renowned mystical work of Farid-ud-Din Attar N ishapiiri
(1141- 1220 AD), the distinguished Sufi poet of 12" & 13"
century AD.




24 Traces of Ancient Iran in the Poetry of Ahmad Shamlou
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Even though surprisingly this famous fairy-tale has no

historic evidence. Even the esteemed Ferdowsi does not talk about

Farhad, in the illustrious tale of Khosrow Sh irin ( gued sps).

Nizami Ganjavi (1141- 1209 A.D) was the first Persian poet who
portrayed him in his famous love poem Khosrow Shirin.

Gav Sar: (bw %)

The mace or club (;,8) of Faridun (y,4,5) was named Gav
Sar (,..»8) or the Bull’s Head by reason of its specific shape.

Use of such myths and rituals makes Shamlou a popular
poet. Surprisingly without having had the conventional form of
rhymes and traditional lyricism, people go on memorizing and
singing his verses. The symbolic and metaphoric understanding of
the fantasies and illusions is directly linked with the ideology of
the poet himself. He recalls:
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Haft Darya: (L, <ds)

We all have our apprehensions and superstitions. The digit
Seven (7) has always been considered a favorable and auspicious
number by most of the people. Even in primitive times, it was
regarded beneficial and blessed. In ancient Iran, it was alsc
supposed that there were seven great oceans in the world and it
was believed impossible to cross over them. Shamlou points out:
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Borj-e-Zartosht: (i), zx)

Borj-e-Zartosht (cusj,z ) or the Tower of Zoroaster is the
name of a fort situated near the port of Golman Khaneh («,L%),
on the way to Arumeyeh (a.4),). This fort has historical importance
and some people take it as the birth place of the Zoroaster (628-
551 BC). Shamlou recaps the memories of now deserted Boryj-e-
Zartosht: :
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Butimar: (Jteis)

Butimar (,\es ) or Gham Khork (S,,>+2) is the name of an
imaginary bird. As said in the mythology, although he sits besides
the river but does not drink water despite being thirsty. Actually he
dies with the fear that if he drank water it would be finished.

Shamlou draws our attention and says:
LI V3 N prpe
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Farhad: (s») |

As narrated in mythology, Farhad was the true lover of
Shirin, the princess of Armenia. He fearlessly started digging the
mountains to construct a canal at the condition set by Khosrow, the
king of Persia. Farhad is one of the most famous romantic heroes
of ancient love stories of Iran.

Shamlou like many other poets indicates to this famous
folklore:
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Azakuh: (ess1))

Azakuh (,,5115) or Azadkuh (s,8 531 ). is the name of an ancient
hill in Mazandran (o,5;W) province of present Iran. Shamlou rings
the bell and recalls the memory of Azakuh:
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As a matter of fact people absorb the hidden truth behinc

mythologies, folklores, customs and creeds but it takes them many

centuries to develop their beliefs. All these myths and rituals are in

fact the unfulfilled desires of the common people which have been
reflected in their literature.

Bahram: (¢lu¢)

Bahram (;\,4) or Bahram 5 th (p23p40), O Behram Gur (ol
,5%) (d. 438 AD) (reigned 420- 438 AD), was the son of Yazdegerd
I (reigned 399- 420 AD). He was the 11" king of the great
Iranian Sassanid Empire (224- 651 AD). Shamlou recalls the
famous tale as described in Shah-nameh and says:
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The followers of Zoroaster recognize him as Bahram

Warjawand (%,s,414), Who has gone disappeared for an interim

period and shall reappear close to the very end of the universe and

the Day of Judgment. To many others, he shall born somewhere

near the city of Samarqand, presently the capital of Uzbekistan.

He shall conquer Iran and take it to the new heights of prosperity
and magnificence. (Moeen: Farhang)

Some literary critics suppose that such myths, imaginary
tales and fictions keep the nations mesmerized for ages.
(Purnamdarian, 1995: 245)
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living environment. This makes his poems even more grasping,.
Here he states:

" Wlehpaligly Sayl,
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In fact he follows the foot steps of Nima Youshij (1896-1960)

and Mahdi Akhawan S ales (1928-1990) and can be considered

among the followers of Modern Khorasani Style of Persian poetry.
He loves to portray the ancient places. (Shamisa, 2004 610)

Asfandyar: (U sibu)

In reference to Iranian mythology, Asfandyar was the son of
Gashtasp (\w:8) and the grandson of Lehrasp (wl,¢)). He was
one of the most famous and celebrated heroes of the pre-historic
period of Iran. He fought bravely against Turanidns (ol and
defeated them single handedly when it was most required,
(Jahangiri: p.33)

Asfandyar was the only individual other than Rostam, the
most celebrated hero of ancient Iran, who successfully went
through the Seven Most Dangerous Adversities (ols>can). Ferdowsi
Tusi, the greatest ever national poet of Iran, has thoroughly
explained the epic of Asfandydr in his marvelous book Shah-
nameh. He was the only brazen bodied man (:;..,s), described in
the mythology and Rostam could kill him barely with the heip of
Simorgh (4 yess). (Shamisa: p.110) Shamlou nudges our memory and
states:
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Darab (o) had a son other than Alexander, named Dara
(1,s0), better known as the Ddrius 3 r"([.,_, Jisysl) in the history
books. He was the last king (reigned 336- 330 BC) of
Achaemenian dynasty (559- 330 BC).

Alexander was a great warrior; after having taken over, he
attacked Iran, crushed the Ddarius 3" and conquered his empire.
Alexander got married with his daughter named Roshanak(Ss,, )
Therefore on the basis quite a few genuine reasons, Alexander is
simultaneously loved and hated by most of the Iranians. In the
religious texts of the followers of Zoroaster (628- 551 BC), he is
named as the most impious (Kzu.3) of all.

It is also said that Alexander made strenuous effort to reach
to the Water of Eternal Life (wl»1, ) and traveled to so-called Dark
Oceans (b s in the companionship of Khezr (), but the
Guide, drank the magical water himself, and Alexander was left
depressed and dejected. This tragedy has been discussed by many
Persian poets, including Shamlou. He speaks out:
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Arumeyeh (os43)

Arumeyeh is an old city in the Western Azarbaijan province
of present Iran. Shamlou has illustrated many ancient places in his
poems, situated in and around this primitive city e.g. Borj-e-
Zartosht (<55, 1), Tappe ye Kord (5.5 .9Shahr e Chayy (slo44)
and Tappe ye Shaikh (ps -9 5

Ahmad Shamlou is in habit of pointing out the prehistoric
places. That is why the names of primitive places and signs of
common and colloquial language are apparent in his poetry. He
does not ignore his own surroundings and frequently highlights his
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p.m. at Iran Mehr Hospital in Tehran due to complications from
his diabetes.

On July 27, 2000 thousands of lovers took part in Ahmad
Shamlou's funeral. He was buried in Emamzéadeh Taher in Tehran.

Ahmad Shamlou had great love and passion for ancient Iran.
The murky shades, rosy reflections; impressive impressions' of
golden and glorious past of Iran are the fervor of his poetry. The
allusions of Shamlou are unique in its nature and we find diversity
every now and then. He always prefers to use idiomatic and fluent
language which touches the heart of common people and needless
to say provides the basic reason of his ever increasing popularity
among the masses. Allusions of the ancient Iran genuinely form
the main theme of his marvelous poetry and here we are to discuss
a few of those which would be helpful in understanding his poems
and verses:

Alexander: (Jaisu)

Alexander the Great (356- 323 BC), king of Macedonia
(reigned 336- 323 BC), was undoubtedly one of the greatest
conquerors of the human history, He is a multifaceted and
complicated personality in the history of Iran. He is loved and
simultaneously hated by Iranians. In fact, in the history of Iran, he
has got two faces, entirely different from each other. Most of the
Iranians take him as a sinister and destroyer of Iran. But at the
same time he is a dearly loved figure in Islamic narration. To the
extent that in some commentaries of the Holy Quran, the Muslim
religious scholars have established him as Zolgarnain, a
messenger of God. (Shamisa, 1987:113) (Ardalan Jawan, 1988: 110)

In accordance with the tale described in the Shdh-nameh
(completed in 1010 AD, a poem of nearly 60,000 verses) of
Ferdowsi Tusi (935- 1020/21 AD), Alexander was born to Ndahid
(+2U) and Darab (o\,sl). Nahid was the daughter of Caesar (o)
of Rome, named Filqus (,.,i.3) and Ddarab (.),s!) was the emperor
of Iran. Due to the bad smell of Nahids mouth, Dardb got
annoyed and she was sent back to her father whilst she was
pregnant. Alexander was born over there at the palace of his
maternal grandfather and came to power after his death.




18 Traces of Ancient Iran in the Poetry of Ahmad Shamlou

Blossoming in the Mist (w58 §1970)
O Abraham in the Fire (35150004l {1973)
The Doors and the Great Wall of China & 5 lnss s, )
(=(1973)
Of Airs and Mirrors (i, blal; {1974)
Poniard on the Plate (poa,nzis J1977)

Litile Rhapsodizes of Exile (cq,6 SaSs b uly (1979 -
1980)

Panegyrics Sans Boon (ds sgalaa {1992)

O The Cul-de-Sac and the Tigers in Love Wb s bauon )
(54(1998)

O The Tale of Mahan's Restlessness (3l 3 aie> §2000)
O The Book of Alley (S0l {1978 - Present)

" “Shamlou translated substantially from German and French in
to Persian and his own works have also been translated into a
number of oriental and western languages. He also wrote a number
of plays, edited the works of major classical Persian poets,
especially Hafez Shirazi, the ever best lyrical Persian poet. His
thirteen-volume Ketab-e¢ Koucheh ( The Book of Alley) is his
incomparable contribution in understanding the Iranian folklore
beliefs, Persian doctrine and language.

Aside from his first passion which was poetry, he had a
number of other literary activities which included writing stories
and film scenarios, contributing to children’s literature, and
journalism. According to a leading Persian scholar Shamlou was
not only an ordinary poet. He has contributed significantly in the
fields of drama writing, editing of the old manuscripts,
translations of western novels and tales for children and youth in
particular, literary criticism & research and collection of folk
literary works. (Hakemi, 1999: 125)

Suffering from several illnesses at the same time, his
physical condition deteriorated in 1996. He underwent quite a few
operations. And in 1997 his right foot was surgically removed due
to severe diabetic problems. He died on Sunday July 23, 2000 at 9
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have accomplished this kind of rhythm as Ahmad Shamlou.. The
Fresh Air was the greatest event in our poetry after Hafez Shirazi
(1325/26- 1389/90 AD).

Ahmad Shamlou never put down his pen and for sure he
wrote more than any other Iranian poet or writer of his age. Many
would take it by surprise that he published more than eighty
books:

Sixteen volumes of poetry;
Five anthologies of poetry;

Five volumes including novels, short stories &
screenplays;

00 Nine volumes of children's literature;

Nine translations of iﬁoetry from different western
languages into Persian;

O Twenty one novels translated, again from some western
languages into Persian;

O Five collections of essays, lectures and interviews;
O Thirteen volumes (to date) of The Book of Alley( s
i25). '
His major works are:

The Forgotten Songs (sas sl isbSnl)(1947)

The Verdict(wlshs) (1951)

Poems of Iron and Feelings (sl yppigl i §1953)
Fresh Air (sl §1957)

The Mirror Orchard (4 4 §1960)

Ayda in the Mirror (a3 141 §1964)

Moments and Forever (siush,babs) §1964)

[ 1 1 s o A

Ayda: Tree, Dagger, Remembrance , gy cos,:lal)
(1 b5(1965)

Phoenix in the Rain (1,45, {1966)
O Elegies of the Soil (S\>sbad,0) (1969)

|
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Modern Persian poetry, despite its immaturity and rawness
has got a significance place in the world of literature and for sure
has come out of age. Ahmad Sha mlou (or Ahmad S amli) also
known as 4. Bamdad (December 12, 1925- July 23, 2000) (Pashai,
1999: 571- 587) is arguably one of the most prominent and influential
modern Persian poets and writers of Iran. His initial poetry was
under immense influence of Nima Youshij (November 12, 1896 -
January 6, 1960), the father and founder of modern Persian poetry.
Although Shéamlou's poetry is multifaceted, yet his imagery,
descriptions, metaphors, similes and above all allusions which
contribute extensively to the passion of his poems, are simple,
sublime and effortless, As the substructure, he wuses the
conventional images proverbial to his zealous Iranian readers and
more over the Persian loving world. For interaction and influence,
he uses a kind of everyday imagery in which personified
oxymoronic elements are spiked with an incredible amalgamation
of the abstract far unprecedented in Persian poetry, which fluster
some of the admirers of more traditional literature and
conventional poetry.

Shamlou's debut work was The Forgotten Songs (b Sal
2,4l ,3), an anthology of conventional and contemporary poetry
which was published for the first time in 1947 with the foreword
of Ebrahim Dilmaghanian. In 1948 he started to write in a literary
monthly called Sokhan (:>.). Two years later his first short story
The Woman behind the Brass Door (s js,c.tq 3 ) was published.
While the second collection of poems The Manifesto (aslaks), was
published after the gap of four years in 1951, where he expressed
lucid inclinations towards Socialism, like many other literary
figures of that particular age who were hugely influenced by
Marxism in post second world war period.

But it was just the beginning of a golden era and many more
memorable works were still to follow by this great future literary
icon. As a matter of fact he rose to fame and became a celebrity
from his third volume of poetry, The Fresh Air (»;b 4l»), which
was published in 1957. Zia Movahed, his contemporary poet,
literary critic and philosopher, commented that anyone who reads
The Fresh Air today can see that this language, this texture, is
different from anything else. In contemporary poetry, very few
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popularity of the Persian language in the sub-continent (Javid
Igbal, p.14). Igbal used thymes of Farsi and made the great
masterpiece in Persian.(Javid Iqbal, p.27).

After the independence of India and Pakistan till today, the
Persian language has been constantly on the wane and has not
been completely banished. As already mentioned, the sweet
language of Persian has been the official language in this region
and during this long span of time, hundreds of books have been
written by the scholars and poets of the sub-continent on different
subjects. The history of this period was written invariably in
Persian. In addition to anthologies and Diwans of poets, Persian
dictionaries are among' the most important works compiled. There
have been more than one hundred dictionaries compiled in this
area, Many translations have also been done and even religious
books of Hindus like Rarnayana and upanashids were translated
into Persian. Even today many scholars of Sub-Continent,
especially Pakistan have a lot of books in Persian language, like
the knowledged scholar Dr. Mohammad Akram whose works and
poets have been written in Farsi. Their works are so precious that
they have brought great pride into Persian language and literature.
It should be mentioned that these relations are eternal, because we
have great people like Dr Igbal who is the well-known poet of
Pakistan. When we have Igbal, it means the thought of Igbal
which proves that the process of cultural exchanges between the
two nations has continued and it is hoped that this dialogue
between the two civilizations will further enhance.

Note and References:

1. Sami Ali, Takht Jamshid, Shiraz, 1334/1995

2. Herodotus, Tarikh-e-Herodot, Volume 3, Tehran, 1339

3. e , Mojmal-altavarikh, be Tashih-e-Bahar, Tehran, 1318

4.  Ferdowsi, Shahname, boroukhin, Volume 2, Tehran
Hamdollah Mostowfi, Tarikh-e-Guzide, Tehran, 1362/1983

6. Bal-ami, tarikh-e-bal-ami, Be koshesh-e-Mohammed parvin gonabadi,
Tehran,1353

7. Navaei, Abdol Hossein, Iran va Jahan, Volume 1, Tehran, 1366
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“by him in Persian poetry and patronizing the Iranian scholars. In

this period, Iranian poets migrated to the sub-continent in great
numbers, Akbar. for the first time appointed a poet as, Poet-
Laureate in his court. His first Poet-Laureate was Ghazzali
Mashhadi, who was followed by Faizi Akbarabadi. Some of the
models of his court like Abdur Rahim Khan-e-Khanan, also made
an important contribution in the development and spread. of
Persian language and the Iranian culture (Razavi, p.27).

Following the marriage of Jahangir , Nuruddin to NurJahan,
the daughter of an Iranian noble, Mirza Ghiyasuddin Beg Tehrani,
influence of the Iranian language and literature in this sub-
continent increased considerably. The Iranian art and architecture
also gained popularity extensively (Razavi,p.28). Shahjahan,
Shahabuddin's period is. characterized by the glory of Iranian
culture and art in the sub-continent. The Iranian architecture and
Persian inscriptions on the various buildings became extensively
popular in the sub-continent. A large number of forts, gardens and
mosques were built during his period, like the Taj Mahal in Agra,
the Jami Masjid in Delhi and the Shalimar Garden in Lahore. The
famous poets of his time are Abu Talib Kalim, poet-Laureate of
his court, Qudsi Mashhadi and Sa'ib Tabrizi Aurangzeb Alamgir
succeeded his father Shahjahan and although he had little interest
in poetry, Persian prose did make a lot of headway. Ruqqa'at.
Alamgiri (the letters of Alamgir) written by him are a brilliant
example of Persian essays. His daughter Zebun Nisa is known for

her Persian poetry. Her Persian Diwan is available even today
(Sobhani, p.527).

After the death of Aurangzeb, the Mughal power also
declined and his eleven successors could not keep the vast empire
in fact. Persian however retained its popularity. Mirza Asadullah
"Khan Ghalib (d. 1285 AH/1869 AD) belonged to this period
(Sobhani, p.600). Ghalib is a distinguished poet of Persian and
Urdu. The British period begins from 1273 AH/1866 AD and this
imperialist rule left no stone in destroying even the last remnants
of Persian in this area but all their endeavors failed at least in the
sphere of Persian poetry. Persian poets like Shibli Numani,
Gerami and the most well known of all, Allama Dr. Sir
Mohammad Igbal played an important role in the preservation and
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Persian Language among the people and rulers of Kashmir. The
artisans also started (teaching and training in) Iranian arts (Riadh,
p.46).

The fourth and fifth dynasties of the Delhi sultanate were the
Sadat and the Lodhis (817 - 855 AH/1414 - 1451 AD and 855 -
933 AH/ 1415 - 1526 AD respectively). During their rule in
addition to the nobles, elite and soldiers, even the common people
who till then kept themselves away from learning Persian, engaged

themselves in learning how to read and write the Persian script
(Sobhani, p.171).

Anyhow the golden Period after the invasion of Taemur was
of the Mughal ernperors who ruled this sub - continent from 932
AH/1526 AD to 1275 AH/1857 AD. The founder of this dynasty
Babur (Zahiruddin) whose mother tongue was Chughatai Turkish
loved Persian and would also sometimes composed poetry in this
language. The following famous couplet in Persian was also
composed by Babur:

The Nowruz or the New Year Day, the early spring, wine
and a sweetheart are source of joy, Babur, try to enjoy yourself, as
(the life in) the world is given but once There were a large number
of poets in Babur's court.

The second king of this dynasty was Humayun (Nasirudd'in)
who fled to Iran after the defeat at the hands of Sher Shah Suri
Afghan and as a result of military help by Shah Tahmasb Safavi,
was able to return to India accompanied by a number of Iranian
scholars and poets (Nasrabadi, p.55). It was during the reign of
Humayun that due to the acquaintance and his family long stay in
Iran, the number of poets, writers, scholars and Sufis who
migrated to the sub-continent increased gradually (Riazul Islam
p.49).

He too composed poetry in Persian like the following
famous couplet (Fereshte, vol 1, p.243) : (It the sweetheart comes
to enquire after the health 'of lover, thousands of persons will be.
ready to sacrifice their valuable lives for every step the sweetheart
takes in this direction). A Diwan in Persian is also attributed to
him. Akbar, Jalaluddin ruled for about half a century. He was
unparalleled as regards the special attention paid and interest taken
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- AH/1206 AD. They extended their dominion to Bengal along with
the influence of Persian (Sobhani, p.33).

Thereafter the five dynes ties known as the Sultans of Delhi
ruled this region and Muhammad Aufi the famous writer of the
well known tazkerah of poets Lubabul Albab and another book
Jawami - ul :;; Hikayat lived under the patronage of Sultan
Nasiruddin Qabachah (Aufi, p.26). Amir Khusraw and Khwaja
Hasan Dehlavi (Sarvar, p.73) were patronized by Ala'uddin
Muhammad son of Ghiyasuddin Balban. The author of Nuzhatul
Khawatir says that he invited shaykh Sa'di to Multan (p.33). He
also adds that in his court there were always people reciting
Shahnarna of Firdausi, the Diwans of Khagani and Anwari, the
Kharnsa of Nizami and the poetry of Arnir Khusrau. After Ghori]
and Maluks (602 * 689 AH/1206 - 1290 AD), the khiljis (689 -
720 AH/1290 - 1320 AD) ruled Delhi Sultanate and during their
reign Islam, Persian Language and the Iranian culture reached the
remotest corners of the sub-continent and scholars, theologians
and artists form different parts of Iran like Tabriz. Isfahan and Ray
thronged the courts of the Khilji kings and received precious gifts
and rewards (Afif Seraj, vol 1, p.352).

Tughlagqs 720 - 814 AH/1320 - 1414 AD) were the third
dynasty of rulers who ruled over Delhi and during this period
Persian language became very popular among the people. Ibne
Batuta who visited Delhi 733 AH/1333 AD and was appointed
Qazi of the city, in his Safarnama (or Travelogue) mentions a
strange and interesting event, which alludes to the extra ordinary
influence of Persian language. Ibne Batuta says that in one of the
cities of this area, he saw a Hindu woman whom the people
wanted to burn alive with the body of her deceased husband. He
saw the woman exclaiming in Persian (Ibne Batuta, p.425):

“Do you want to frighten us from the fire? I know that he is
the fire. Leave us alone!”

After him, Mir Sayyid Ali Hamadani (713 - 786 AH/1313 -
1383 AD) in the company of 700 persons from among his
disciples and friends including some artisans entered Kashmir and
started providing religious guidance and instruction which
naturally accompanied greatest promotion and spreading of
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important role in the promotion and spread of Persian language
and literature and consequently the Iranian culture.

The impact of these eight centuries was the foundation of
common cultural relations between two people. The result was a
specific culture that was neither pure Iranian nor an Indian one,
but a combination of both cultures (Sobhani, p.3).

During the reign of Ghaznavids (351 - 582 AH/962 - 1186
AD) and particularly Mahmud Ghaznavi, the number of people in
various trades and professions including craftsmen, theologians,
poets writers, astronomers and astrologers represented the Islamic
Iranian civilization in the sub continent and Lahore resembled the
position of an important center of Persian knowledge, literature,
art and mysticism. Likewise, the number of those who were
engaged in propagation of Islam for the sake of attaining divine
favor also increased day by day (Sobhani, p.24).

Keeping in view the historical - intellectual traditions of this
region, the mystics and Sufism played a very important role in the
dissemination of Islam in these areas. They compiled a number of
books and treatises on Islamic Sufism in Persian which had an
effective role in the development and promotion of Persian in
these territories.

Shaykh Ali Hujviri (d. circa 48 AH/ 11099 AD) the author of
Kashful Mahjub arrived in Lahore in 431 AH/1040 AD, and wrote
the first work on Islamic Sufism in Persian prose which is
considered to be the earliest book written in Persian in the Indian
sub- continent(Hujviri, p.59). Among the large number of poets,
writers, scholars and sufis who flourished in the Indian sub-
continent under the patronage of Ghaznavids, the first poet who
compiled his Diwan in Persian, was Abu! Faraj Runi who was
born and brought up in Lahore(Safa, vol.2, p.470).

The first Persian poet of this period was Rabi'a the daugter of
Ka'b Quzdari (Safa, p.450). She has been a Sufi women in her
time (Jami, p.564). According to some documents she belonged to
the suburbs of Balkh but now it is known that she belonged to the
area of Sind (Hedayat, vol.1, p.222). After the Ghaznavids, the
Ghoris ruled India from 582 AH/1186 AD until the year 602
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with an open heart, left no stone on turned in their efforts "for the
spread and propagation of this divine faith. One of the earliest
steps taken in this direction was their joining the armies of the
Arab commanders. AT first in 44 AH./664, they joined the army
of Mahlab b. Ali who went up to Peshawar, Khurasan,
Afghanistan and the Khyber Pass.

Later they joined the army of Mohammad Bin Qasim Saqafi
for the conquest of Sind in 93 A;H./712 A.D. Mohammad bin
Qasim had a short sojourn at Shiraz before embarking on his
historical mission and naturally his army consisted of a number of
converts of Islam (Hamdollah Mostowfi, p.131). Thus Islam
entered the Indian sub - continent via Iran (Navaei, p.478).

It may, however, be remembered that Islam could not easily
find a root in the hearts of Indian people. Although a part of the
sub - continent was conquered by Mohammad bin Qasim, yet
Islam existed here only in name. It was only afterwards that Islam
spread gradually through Iran by the Iranians until Ghaznavid
period (351 — 582 AH / 962 - 1186 AD) which assumed the
position of a point of contact. Amir Nasiruddin Sabuktakin entered
India in 376 AH/986 AD and conquered Peshawar.

- After him his son Sultan Mahrnud Ghaznavi (d. 421 AH
/1030 AD) made a series of invasions on India (Seddigi, p.113).
the Ghaznavid armies were accompanied by thousands of Iranian
scholars, writers, poets and physicians who brought with them the
Persian language, customs and traditions and this led to the serious
and all out impact of Iranian culture on the Indian culture. So the
Iranian culture was effectively grafted on the sub-continent soil
and consequently the ever existing cordial relations between the
two people were further enhanced. It is also considered as the
beginning of the influence of Persian language which developed
more and more with the passage of time,

The presence of Iranian culture existed in the sub - continent
for about 800 years starting from the Ghaznavid period to the
British period, i.e., up to the year 1273 AH/1857 AD) from the
time when the British rule in undivided India began and lasted up
to the year 1366 AH/ 1947 AD the year India and Pakistani were
declared separate independent states. the rulers played an
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Some of the historical works have claimed that Bahram Gur
(d. 438 A.D.) even came on a visit to India ( Majma-ut-tavarikh
p.70) and the Iranian kings also chose some of the Indian women
as their queens. Similarly there are several other examples of very
close cultural relations in pre - Islamic era such as the well known
translation of Panch tantra . the Indian book of fables into Pahlavi
during the reign of Anushiravan (Mojmal-ut-tavarikh, ; 74) . The
arrival of chess in Iran (Hamdollah Mostowfi, p. 118) from India
and sending of backgammon to India by Nowsherwan which was
an invention of Bozorg . mehr, the Nowsherwan's wise minister
are other examples of these relations. So there is also presence of
several Indian translators in the royal courts of Sasanids and ever
growing commercial and trade relations- between the two
countries, followed by the constant trail of traders' caravans (Bal-
ami vol2, p.1099).

With the advent of Islam and the subsequent gradual
conversion of the Iranians to Islam particularly after the
extermination of Yazdgerd III, the last Iranian king in 32 4. H_652
A.D. which led to the end of Sasanids rule in Iran, Iran was
annexed to the vast Muslim empire. Iranians who embraced Islam
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The role of the rulers in this connection cannot be ignored
who attracted Iranian scholars, literatures, artists and other
skilled people with their generous patronage and thus
Persian remained the official language of the sub-continent
for centuries. On the other hand Indian books like Panch
Tantra, Rarnayana and upanashids were also translated
into Persian. However the contribution of Iranian culture
is larger than that of Indian. These cultural relations went
on strengthening until 1857AD. Although since then the
relations are declining yet the cultural exchange is carried
on and its enhancement in future is hoped.

Keywords: Cultural Relations, Iran, sub-continent

The relation between Iranians and Sub-continent goes back
to the ancient times. Fortunately since the Achaemenian period we
have authentic sources like the historical monuments of Persepolis
(Sami, pp, 39, 63,70 &88)give the fact that the Achaemenian rule
the kingdom of Darius the great expanded up to Punjab and the
artisans, craftsmen and traders travelled from Iran to Sub-
Continent and vice versa. This fact has been approved by
Herodotus (Herodotus, vol; 76, 77) in details,

After the invasion of Alexander and the subsequent
establishment of the Seleucid reign, Sind and some other parts of
the Indian sub — continent which were till then under the
dominance of the Achaemenians, came under the control of the
Seleucid. Following the fall of the Seleucids and foundation, of the
Parthian rule (~49B.C. - 228 AD.), the relations between the two
people were further enhanced.

For instance, there are enough documents that this reciprocal
enrichment continued and there was an exchange of visits and
even inter - marriage came in vogue between the two people. As
the great poet of Iran (Majma- ut-tavarikh, p. 69,70). Ferdowsi has
related in Shahnamah the Sasanid king, Bahram Gur who was a
man of festivity, hunting and music, requested the Indian king
Shangol to select ten thousand expert singers and musicians and
send them to Iran so that they teach the art of Indian music and
Iranian might learn Indian musical tunes and the Indian king did
so.' Ferdowsi (shahnamah vol 2, p. 221) says:
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