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Abstract:

Persian literature possesses a rich and enduring heritage,
deeply intertwined with Sufism and mystical poetry. Among
the most celebrated figures of Persian literature, Mevlana Jalal
al-Din Muhammad Balkhi holds a paramount position, known
for his monumental works such as the Masnavi-ye Ma'navi,
Diwan-e Shams-e Tabrizi, and Fihi Ma Fihi. The Masnavi, widely
regarded as a cornerstone of Islamic mysticism, opens with the
allegory of the Nai and its initial eighteen couplets are
traditionally known as the Nai Nama. According to historical
accounts, these couplets were composed at the request of his
disciple, Husam al-Din Chalabi, serving as the thematic essence
and summary of the entire six volumes of the Masnavi. This
article offers a comprehensive and critical examination of the
Nai Nama based on authoritative historical sources and classic
commentaries. It explores Rumi’s life and spiritual
transformation following his encounter with Shams Tabrizi,
analyzes the structural uniqueness of starting the Masnavi
without the conventional formal praise (Hamd and Bismillah),
and decodes the mystical symbolism of the reed as the human
soul (Ruh) longing for its divine origin. Furthermore, the paper
traces the profound influence of Quranic verses on Rumi's
teachings in the Nai Nama, demonstrating how these couplets
encapsulate the core of Islamic esoteric wisdom.
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