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Abstract:

Encyclopedias play a foundational and paramount role in
contemporary research, facilitating structured, reliable, and
accessible pathways to specialized and general knowledge.
Within the realm of Persian literary studies and Iran studies,
the Encyclopedia of Persian Literature (Daneshnameh-ye
Adab-e Farsi), edited by the eminent scholar Hasan
Anousheh, stands as one of the most comprehensive and
monumental reference works. Based on authoritative
lexicographical and historical sources, this paper offers a
critical and comprehensive examination of the structure,
scope, and methodology of this multi-volume work. The
article begins by defining the nature of encyclopedias,
tracing their developmental history, and differentiating
them from conventional dictionaries and educational texts.
It further examines Hasan Anousheh’s critical contribution
to documenting Persian literature across diverse
geographical regions (Central Asia, Afghanistan, the Indian
Subcontinent, and the Caucasus). Furthermore, this study
presents a focused critical analysis of Volume Four (Part
Two: letters “Ha” to “Ayn”) concerning Persian literature in
the Subcontinent, decoding its entry distributions, research
methodologies, utilization of primary sources, and its
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accessible prose tailored for researchers in Pakistan, India,

and Bangladesh.
Keywords:

Encyclopedia of Persian Literature, Hasan Anousheh,
Persian Literature in the Subcontinent, Literary Criticism,

Research Methodology
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