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Abstract:

Kashmir is considered to be a treasure trove of art and crafts and
Kashmiri craftsmen are also famous for their expressions in
different style of handmade crafts. Kashmiri handicraft is a
traditional art of Kashmiri peoples. The article throws a light
upon their artistic work, composition, history making and
design movement as the arts and crafts of Kashmir testify the

Kashmiri artist being a true lover of nature.
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Woodcarver works with hammer and chisel. The carving
is now much bold rather than it was formaly, the patterns
are larger and the carving very deep. Beautiful ceilings of
perfect design, cheap and effective are made by a few
carpenters.(4)
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The best shawls are made from the very fine wook,
known as pashm, underlying the long hair of the Tibetan
goat, which is woven into a delicate material called
pashmina on which the shawl patterns are worked.(6)
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The most celebrate wearing in perhaps that of the
Kashmir shawl still woven, today, on a hand loom.(10)
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Carpet making was first introduced into Kashmir by
Zain-ul-abedin, who ruled 1423 A.D to 1474 A.D.(13)
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The hand made carpet industry of Kashmir is now the
single largest industry in the state. Although, the work is
done by hand, The industury is highly organized and has
all the essentials of a large scale of modern concern.(14)
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The Namdah originally came from Yarkand. It was partly
embroided in Kashmir.(15)
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Pattoo; is homespun cloth, chiefly woven by villagers, it
is made from sheep's wool. The best pattoo is made at
Zaingir, a place called after Zain-ul-Abedin. It may by
plain or in different patterns, striped and checked in
imitation of Soctch tweeds.(17)
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The Looi or blanket made from Kashmiri wool is a very
serviceable article. It is either ekbari (one width) or
dobary (tow breadths sewn together). The value of loois,
pattoo etc., exported annually from Kashmir is estimated

at about three lakhs of rupees.(18)
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Embroidery in Kashmir is done in four styles: (1) Amli,

(2) Chikan (minute stain stich), (3) Doori (Knot Stich)
and (4) Yarma.(20)
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The Silver-work is extremely beautiful and some of the
indigenous patterns, the chinar and lotus leat, are of
exquisite design. The silversmith works with a hammer
and chisel and will faithfully copy any design that may be
given to him.(22)
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The copper-work of Srinagar is admirably adapted for
electro-plating and some smiths now turn out a finer
kinds of article specially for elector-plating. A large
demand has arisen for beautiful copper trays framed as
tables in carved walnut wood.(23)
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The lacquered work, or papier mache... the work is
known as kari-kalamdani as the best specimen of the old
work were pen-boxes, but a variety of articles, such as
tables, cabinets and trays, are now made, and the richer
classes decorate their ceilings and walls.(29)
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